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 Dear friends,

Happy New Year! The team of the Bulgarian School of Politics wishes you good health, a lot of 
creative energy and many new ideas for the New Year. May you all find the strength to defend 
your ideas and fulfill your goals, with the support of your friends and people who believe in you.

We have ahead of us a difficult and dynamic year. For Bulgaria, it will be particularly important; in 
the context of an economic crisis, we will have to prove ourselves ready for the EU. We will need 
to demonstrate that we have the wisdom and responsibility to make an informed choice, voting 
in the forthcoming elections for national and European parliament.  The legacy of 2008 does not 
provide much optimism for 2009, unfortunately.  Opinion polls continue to show the rising apathy 
of civil society; trust in the European institutions is higher than the trust in Bulgaria’s government; 
politicians are still perceived as failing to fulfil their obligations and are held responsible for the 

poor image of Bulgaria in the EU. Do we have the will, strength and courage to change that?

The answer of the Bulgarian School of Politics and the Alumni Club is ‘Yes’. Change will not come as quickly as we may 
wish, but the important thing is that we have created a community of political and civic leaders who care about the country 
in which we all live.

We hope that all of you, all of our alumni, will remember the values and ideas we have discussed together in the School, 
and will muster the courage to put them in practice.

Solomon Bali, Chair  of  
the Alumni  Club Coun-
cil, talks about the Alum-
ni Club Awards (p.2)

 National Program “Govern-
ing Skills” 2008-2009  

The new training cycle of the National 
Program of the Bulgarian School 
of Politics started on December 7, 
2008. The new class of 2009 will 
complete the program in July 2009. 
For five days, the participants, lectur-
ers and guests discussed topics re-
lated to organizational management 
and leadership. The official open-
ing was attended by Mr. Dimi Pa-
nitza, honorary Chair of the Board, 

Mr. Julian Popov, Chair of the Board of the BSoP, Ms. 
Sasha Bezuhanova, member of the Board. (pp. 2-3)

Who is the leader of 
the 21st century? 
Speech by Kim Cambell, 
former Prime Minister of 
Canada
 (p. 4) 

Interviews
      
with Anton Kutev, secretary 
of the Supreme Council of 
BSP

and Lyuben Petrov, deputy 
chairman of the NEC of the 
UDF  (pp. 4-5)

Champions of the Month

Our Champions of the month: 
Anton Kutev, class of 2006, 
a second mandate Secretary 
of the Supreme Council of the 
Bulgarian Socialist Party; Kiril 
Dobrev, class of 2006, first 
mandate Secretary of the Su-
preme Council of the Bulgarian 
Socialist Party;

Lyuben Petrov, class of 2008 
and Valcho Cholakov, class 
of 2007, were elected deputy 
Chairmen of the National Ex-
ecutive Council of the UDF, in 
the first internal elections in the 
Union of Democratic Forces. 
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The Alumni Club Annual Awards

 
 The Alumni Club of the School of Politics announces a call for nominations for the Club’s 
Annual Awards.  The purpose of the awards is to recognize the good work of young political 
and civic leaders in the country, including members of the Club, in the past year.  The nomi-
nation categories are for Outstanding member of the Club, Best Ideas, Best PR of the Club, 
Media, Philantropist, and White Swalow. All registered members of the Club can nominate 
and vote for the nominees. Voting will take place online, through the School’s website. The 
awards will be presented at our annual meeting on March 22, 2009. 

Detailed information about the nomination and voting process is published on the website of 
BSoP, at www.schoolofpolitics.org.  Nominations can be emailed at the following address: 
nominacii@schoolofpolitics.org; the deadline is January 10, 2009.

National Program “Governing Skills” 2008-2009 
 
The new training cycle of the National Program of the Bulgarian School of Politics started 
on December 7, 2008. The new class of 2009 will complete the program in July 2009. For 
five days, the participants, lecturers and guests discussed topics related to organizational 
management and leadership. The official opening was attended by Mr. Dimi Panitza, honor-
ary Chair of the Board, Mr. Julian Popov, Chair of the Board of the BSoP, Ms. Sasha Bezu-
hanova, member of the Board. 

The first speaker was the Right Honorable Kim Campbell, former prime minister of Canada. 
This was her first visit to Bulgaria at the invitation of the School and she was glad to pres-
ent to the participants on the topic of political leadership in the 21st century. What makes a 
successful modern leadership in business was the topic of Ms. Bezuhanova and Mr. Sasho 
Donchev, Chairman of the Board and Executive Director of Overgas, Inc. AD.  The partici-
pants also discussed issues of corporate identity and organizational culture, strategic de-
velopment, etc.  Alumni of the School spoke about the challenges to leading and managing 
political parties today; they also discussed issues of young people in the parties and what 
needs to be done to make their career in political hierarchy easier. 
 
Our partners from the Dutch Center for Political Participation – Jochum de Graaf and Lisette 
Dekker - presented on two issues that will be very important in the forthcoming parliamen-
tary elections in the country and in Europe: the inclusion of minorities and women in political 
life. 

A new topic in the program this year will be climate change and corporate systems for en-
vironmental management. Issues of climate change, energy efficiency, alternative energy 
sources will be part of the seminar sessions in all four courses, presented by Bulgarian and 
foreign experts. 

Participants had an opportunity to learn the tricks of the trade from TV and newspaper jour-
nalists, and hone their skills in mock TV interviews, ‘selling’ their news to the media, etc. 

As always, the seminar would not have been that successful without the help and work of 
our moderators - Ani, Ivan, Mitko, Ventzi. 

Two important meetings during the seminar marked the beginning of this School year 
– first, the meeting with representatives of the Alumni club, who spoke about the initia

Solomon Bali, Chair  of  the 
Alumni  Club Council
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Ivan’s Group

tives and projects of   the  lub planned for 2009. The second meet-
ing was with the children from the State Home  for Children With-
out Parental Care in Veligrad. The children had prepared beautiful 
Christmas decorations and we had a chance to buy them; all of the 
proceeds will go to the Home. 
Working with the children from the Home was, as a matter of fact, the 
special project of 
the class of 2008. 
Last year they or-
ganized a charity 
evening and col-
lected more than 
4,000 lv., with 
which were built 
an art studio and 
a library in the 

Home. We hope that the class of 2009 will follow in the footsteps of their 
predecessors and continue with this wonderful and very significant com-
munity project.  
We wish the class of 2009 a very successful year and great moments in 
the National Program of the School!

Ani’s Group

Ventzi’s Group Mitko’s Group

Lisette Dekker answers questions about the mechanisms of 
inclusion of minorities in the political life

3



Who is the leader of the 21st century?
	 

Special guest lecturer in the first course of the National Program in December 2008 
was the Right Honorable Kim Campbell, former Prime Minister of Canada. This 
was her first visit to Bulgaria, at the invitation of the Bulgarian School of Politics. 
The meeting with her was very interesting and brought up a lot of questions about 
who are the great political leaders of today.

The topic of her presentation was the challenges to political leaders of the 21st 
century. 

She began by outlining her own experience in politics and the lessons she has 
learned, above all that politics is not an abstract exercise, but really affects peo-
ple’s lives with the decisions politicians make everyday. She then went to identify 
the most important skills that modern political leaders need to possess in order to 

deal effectively with the challenges they face in today’s world. Ms. Campbell emphasized the fact that the 21st century has 
brought many such challenges: a global world, with a revolution in communications and permanent exposure of politicians in 
the public space. We are living in a postindustrial world with all of its positive and negative effects, such as pollution, climate 
change, a turbulent global economic development, including, at the present, a world financial crisis. This new world is a daily 
test to the true character of political leaders and forces us to seek new definitions of what good political leadership is. As Ms. 
Campbell stated, leadership is a great moral responsibility and politicians need to be well aware of the kind of power they 
can and want to exercise. Great leaders are born but can also learn to become great.

Ms. Campbell identified three categories of skills that the leader of the 21st century needs.  First is a good understanding of 
reality, understanding what dangers exist, what resources leaders have to deal with crises, etc. Leaders may be tempted to 
act on their own predispositions and gut feelings, but this may lead them so that other views can be heard and respected. 
to the wrong decisions. Therefore, leaders need to create a decision making structure to challenge their own prejudices and 
dispositions, to prevent them from making mistakes. 

Second, leaders need to create consensus among others around them, among other leaders, whose support they need 
– real leadership means being able to persuade your own supporters to accept loss for a bigger gain.  A successful political 
leader should be aware of how far they can go in their decisions without losing the support of their own people, what risks 
they can take.  But a good leader should also be ready to share the credit for success with others. 

Third, political leaders must be able to communicate to the public – esp. in 21st century you need to be a good communi-
cator and speak well, speak directly to people. Effective public speaking is a skill politicians can learn, and they also need 
to learn to tell stories - the words of great leaders is what stays with us, what affects us most, and can give us hope and 
confidence. Above all else, political leaders must be honest when they speak to their people. 

Concluding her speech, Ms. Campbell said that leaders can and do make a difference. She gave the example of saving the 
Bulgarian Jews in WWII. Bulgaria had at that time brave leaders who had the courage to say no, and they were successful 
– 45 000 Jews were saved.   Leaders, who are not afraid to lead even in the face of danger and have moral authority, must 
use that authority to do good. A political leader may not always win but can always become a hero in the long run. By learn-
ing from others and expanding their knowledge, leaders can become better leaders. But the most significant and also the 
most simple thing that makes one a great leader is just to like people and like to work for their common good. 

At the end of her speech, Ms. Campbell answered questions from the audience and expressed her hope that the young 
politicians who come to the Bulgarian School of Politics will have the desire and persistence to become great future leaders 
of our country.
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Anton Kutev, class of 2006, Secretary of the Supreme Council of the 
Bulgarian Socialist Party: “Without the School, our journey to profes-
sionalism would be much longer”

SP: “Congratulations on your second mandate in the leadership of 
the Bulgarian Socialist Party. I wonder, did your participation in the 
School of Politics help you get this far?”
AK: “Of course, it did help me! The School of Politics expands our worldview, helps 
us improve our communication. A great deal of the skills we acquired in the School - for 
public speaking and working with the media - are unique and cannot be learned any-
where else. Without the School, our journey to professionalism, of each and everyone 
of us, would have been much longer.”

SP: “Anything you’ve learned in the classroom that you’ve been able to put in practice?”
AK: “Perhaps most important for me were the mock interviews with journalists in front of the camera, but the good thing 
about the School is that it provides a wide range of knowledge. In the School, I met many politicians and business people, 
which otherwise would not have been possible. I met remarkable people such as the former US Ambassador to Bulgaria, 
H.E. John Beyrle, for instance.” 

SP: “You are a member of the Council of the Alumni Club of the School. How do you see the place 
and role of the Alumni Club in the public life in Bulgaria in the next 10 years?”
AK: “I like that idea with planning 10 years ahead. At the present, however, the Club is not doing what it should do, I 
think. I still think that it is in the process of construction and has not yet defined its own mission. And its mission could be 
extremely significant for Bulgaria! My firm belief is that the Alumni Club could be a very powerful public tool, dedicated to 
public purposes and could accomplish things that no other form of civic education in the country could.  In the Club, we 
have politicians in power and politicians with great future from all of the political parties in the country. Parties will come and 
go, but the Alumni Club will always be here. If the Club focuses its activity not on the petty politics of the day but works on 
public benefit projects, this could be a long-term commitment, supported also by government institutions. So, let me wish 
the Club a future of dignity and magnificence, and our job, as members of the Club Council, will be to raise the bar higher 
- as one of my favorite authors used to say: “Raise high the roof beam, carpenters!”

Interview with Lyuben Petrov, Deputy Chairman of the National Ex-
ecutive Council of the Union of Democratic Forces; Mayor of Vitosha 
District, Sofia

SP: “Congratulations on your new position. You succeeded in the first inter-
nal elections held by the UDF in December 2008. Did your participation in 
the School of Politics have anything to do with that, in your view?”
LP: “Yes, it had. Above all with the confidence I gained in the School in presenting my argu-
ments, my position and defending it.”

SP: ”Anything that you’ve learned in the classroom that you have managed 
to apply in practice, both in your campaign in the UDF and in your daily work 

as mayor?”
LP: “What I liked about the courses in the School was the knowledge I gained about the different positions and opinions 
of the young people, representing different political parties, the lecturers and presenters, and the chance to check my own 
views against theirs. My work as mayor demands making quick and adequate decisions daily, and most useful in this are 
the lessons from the group exercises and work on specific case studies in the National program.”

SP: “What is the most important thing young politicians need to know to be successful?”
LP: “Most important, in my view, is to be able to preserve the goodness in them, to learn to give more than they take, and 
to remain humble, despite all and despite everything negative that is a burden on the political system in Bulgaria. I am 
still too young to be able to give recipes for a successful political career, but one thing is important to me – I always try to 
speak the truth, to admit my mistakes, to listen to all opinions and get the best from them, regardless of who said it. Young 
politicians should always remember that  none of us is immune to errors, and when you get stuck in refusing to admit 
them, you stop developing, you prevent the development of others around you, and some even manage to block the de-
velopment of organizations and entire states with their stubbornness. Please don’t do that! We all love Bulgaria and want 
to live in a rich and prosperous country, don’t we?”
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 Meeting of the Alumni Club Council

On December 18, 2008 the Council of the Alum-
ni Club had its final meeting for the year. On the 
agenda were the initiatives of the Club for 2009. 
Here are some of them:
 
Last Thursday Discussions – the alum-
ni will continue with the discussions every last Thurs-
day of the month; what’s new is the decision of the 
Club to invite external speakers to the discussions.  
The topic of the first meeting on January 29 will be 
young people and youth in politics, presented by Korman Ismailov (class of 2004 of the Regional Program of the School).

Projects: the Alumni Club will be part of a public campaign “I Vote for Europe”, an 
initiative of the Bulgarian School of Politics, to encour-
age young people in Bulgaria to vote in the forthcom-
ing elections for European Parliament in June 2009.

Campaign for fair, democratic and 
transparent elections: the Alumni Club 
will participate actively in this initiative, organized by 
“Transparency Without Borders”, Bulgaria, aimed at 
changing the election law in order to secure fair and 
transparent elections for Bulgarian parliament in 2009. 
The initiative is supported by other NGOs, united in a 
group “Civic Coalition for Fair and Democratic Choice.”
 
Annual Awards of the Alumni Club: 
In 2009, the Alumni Club will present for the first time 

its annual awards to the most active members of the Club and distinguished Bulgarian politicians and public figures.
  

The Class of 2008 published a brochure about their activities and accomplishments in 
the National Program 2008. We hope this initiative will be 
continued by other participants in the program.

We Created Together

With the financial help of Designer Studio “Julian Tahov Design”, repre-
sented by Irena Tahova, the class of 2008 bought materials for the art 
studio in the State Home for Children Without Parental Care in Velingrad.  
In the initiative participated also the children from Junior Achievement in 
Velingrad, led by Vassil Avramov. Together, the children created beautiful 
art objects and souvenirs, and the proceeds from the sale went to furnish-
ing the art studio in the Home. 
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Charity Evening
The charity evening took place before Easter. The organization of the event would not have happened without the ener-
gy and enthusiasm of Irena and Iliyana. Auctioned were both art objects created by the children as well as gifts donated 
by the participants in the National program.  The auction dealer was the actor Andrey Batashov, whose enthusiasm and 
charm made the event a huge success.  Why did we succeed? Because we believed in the power of gift giving. 

Green and Fresh
Together with the children from the State Home, the class of 2008 planted an orchard in the backyard of the Home.  In 
May, the association “Veloevolution” presented a plan for developing bike lanes in the city of Velingrad; the class of 
2008 supported the idea and will continue to work on that in 2009.

Christmas Party

In the beginning of December, we got together for our annual 
Christmas party. As our invitation said, we gathered to create 
a lot of new memories to remember what we accomplished 
in 2008.

 

Forthcoming Events

 1. On January 26 and 27, representatives of the 
School and Bulgarian experts will participate in a work-
ing meeting and press conference in Kiev, Ukraine. The 
meeting is part of a project of the BSoP, funded by the 
Black Sea Trust. It is a follow-up initiative of a workshop, 
organized in 2008, that brought together Bulgarian and 
Ukrainian politicians and experts to discuss issues of 
Ukraine’s road to NATO and EU and lessons from Bul-
garia’s experience. The initiative is organized jointly with 
the Institute of Political and Legal Studies, Sofia.
 
 2. On January 29 will be the first meeting of the 
Last Thursday Discussions of the Alumni Club.  The topic is 
young people in politics, moderated by Korman Ismailov.
 
 3. Beginning January 20, alumni will be able 
to vote for the nominees for the Club’s Annual awards. 
Only registered members of the Club are eligible to 
vote. Voting is online, through the virtual site of the Club 
at www.schoolofpolitics.org. Please note that to ac-
cess the site and to vote, you need to register. If you 
have any questions, please email us at sp@sp-bg.org.

92 Patriarh Evtimii Blvd., Sofia    

E-mail: office@schoolofpolitics.org 

sp@sp-bg.org

Теl.: (02) 9526882 /Fax: (02) 9526664  

7


