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Issue 6, January 2009
Experts of the Bulgarian School of Politics support
Ukraine’s efforts to join NATO and the EU
The first two events under the joint project of the
Bulgarian School of Politics and the Institute for
Euro-Atlantic Cooperation, Kiev, titled “European
and Atlantic Integration: the Way to Democracy
for Ukraine,” realized with the kind support of the
Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation and the
Democracy Grants Program of the US Embassy
in Ukraine, took place on 26-28 January 2009 in
Kiev. The goal of the program is to support the efforts of Ukraine’s democratic community in joining NATO and the EU by sharing the example of Bulgaria. (p.2)
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Experts of the Bulgarian School of Politics support Ukraine’s efforts to join NATO
and the EU

The first two events under the joint project of the Bulgarian School of Politics and the
Institute for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation, Kiev, titled “European and Atlantic Integration: the
Way to Democracy for Ukraine,” realized with the kind support of the Black Sea Trust
for Regional Cooperation and the Democracy Grants Program of the US Embassy in
Ukraine, took place on 26-28 January 2009 in Kiev. The goal of the program is to support
the efforts of Ukraine’s democratic community in joining NATO and the EU by sharing the
example of Bulgaria.
The first event was the compilation and publication of a bilingual guidebook (in English and Ukrainian), entitled “Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine: the Way to
Democracy,” with findings, results, challenges, and recommendations regarding Ukraine’s
prospective accession to NATO and the EU, by taking into account the specific experience of Bulgaria in this process. The publication will be distributed to governmental institutions and nongovernmental organizations in Ukraine. The analytical contributions to this
book were written by a bilateral Ukrainian-Bulgarian expert group.
The second event was the presentation of the
guidebook in Kiev. Five people traveled from Bulgaria
to Kiev for the presentation: three experts - Ognyan
Minchev, Svetolav Malinov and Milen Lyubenov, and
two representatives of the Bulgarian School of Politics – Denitza Lozanova and Alexander Politov. The
presentation of the publication took place on 27 January 2009 at the Ukrainian National Information Agency
– Ukrinform. Present at the event were most of the contributors to the book, representatives of different Ukrainian nongovernmental organizations and governmental
institutions, and journalists from the Ukrainian media.
Welcome addresses were made by representatives of
the US Embassy in Ukraine, the Bulgarian Embassy in
Ukraine, and the Institute for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation.
The floor was afterwards turned to the Ukrainian and
Bulgarian experts who had contributed to the compilation of the book to present their articles. The Bulgarian experts shared the Bulgarian experience in the process of integration
and outlined various similarities, but also differences, between the Bulgarian and Ukrainian case.
The first Bulgarian expert to present his article was Svetoslav Malinov, member of the Program Council and the Advisory Board of the Bulgarian School of Politics. He began by presenting the Bulgarian School of Politics and its role in the
project. Then, he said that the experience of Bulgaria
was relevant for Ukraine. In the beginning of the 1990s,
NATO membership was less popular in Bulgaria than
it is now in Ukraine. The opponents of NATO membership upheld the neutrality position vs. the double membership position (of both NATO and the EU) upheld by
the proponents of Euro-Atlantic integration. The latter
presented NATO membership as an entrance hall and
precondition for EU membership. The tactic employed
in order to win the war for public opinion was to present
NATO not simply as a military organization, but to put
the stress on its importance for the security of the individual and on its economic advantages. Thus, the elites
in Bulgaria had to carry out reforms against the majority
of public opinion. This effort, in the end, culminated in
Bulgaria’s full membership of both NATO
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and the European Union.
Secondly, Ognyan Minchev, Director of the Institute for Regional and International Studies, pointed out the most popular effects and immediate
benefits of NATO membership: rapid growth of the quality and prices of
real estates, economic growth, guarantee for foreign investment based on
a higher level of predictability, and Bulgaria’s participation in the security
system. He stressed the importance of the Black Sea Region which must
be covered by one security system in order to form one space, and this
could be realized through NATO membership. He then stated that there
were similarities between Bulgaria and Ukraine in that they are considered
to have two faces – pro-Western, which supports double integration, and
pro-Eastern, which supports the ideology of neutrality. Mr. Minchev concluded that by getting in the EU and NATO the applicants do not divide the
world into West and East, but rather create a common space.
Milen Lyubenov, Assistant Professor of Comparative Politics at the Department of Political Science of the Sofia University, focused his intervention
on the leading role of Bulgarian political parties in reaching consensus and
turning Euro-Atlantic integration into a national priority. The Bulgarian experience indicates that, apart from external geopolitical factors, consensus,
political stability and predictability are the most important internal factors
with respect to NATO and EU accession. These factors have a high degree
of relevance for Ukraine as well. He concluded that Ukraine’s NATO membership seems to be the easier task to achieve in
comparison with the country’s EU accession. The main reason is that membership in the North-Atlantic Alliance is mostly a
matter of political decision, whereas EU enlargement is an issue with different, not only political, dimensions.
The presentation continued with statements from the Ukrainian experts. Finally, all agreed that Ukraine should continue to
pursue policies that would enhance its chances of joining NATO and the EU. A ‘questions and answers’ discussion ensued
in which experts and journalists exchanged opinions and views on the subject. The presentation was followed by a working
meeting for the Ukrainian and Bulgarian experts, held in the office of the Institute for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation. At the meeting, future priorities of the bilateral cooperation with the Bulgarian School of Politics were discussed, as well as details for
the organization of the next event under the project – a presentation in Sofia, which is to be held in the spring.

Interview with Korman Ismailov, member of the Council of experts of the BSoP and chairman of the Youth Organization of
the Movement for Rights and Freedoms
SP: You are a leader of the largest youth political organization in Bulgaria. What does a young
leader need today in Bulgaria in order to be successful?
KI: It seems to me that the three most important things are motivation, balanced views, and a
good team. It is not easy today, in our complex and skeptical times, to motivate others and to
stay motivated yourself. You need a talent for channeling the strong emotional energy brought
forth from the attitudes and needs of the organization. On the other hand, the ability to balance
or to manage different balances, so things can work better, cannot happen without a team of
kindred minded people.
SP: It is increasingly more difficult for young people to get involved in our public life. Just recently youth organizations protested against all the political parties. What is the reason for that, in your view, and what should change in our society and
political parties?
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KI: We all have the feeling that things in our society are not going the way they should and as quickly as they should, despite
our wishes and our efforts. Things are always complicated but what makes young people especially pessimistic is those
petty, wearing, everyday ways of the people in power that they have not yet managed to change. The low effectiveness of
politicians, bureaucrats, experts and officers in the administration, creates justified dissatisfaction and negative attitudes.
But now is the moment to turn the page, I believe. This is an opportunity to transform that negative energy into positive,
into a motivation to participate and take on responsibility. I mean, active participation at all levels of public life; scanning the
problems; taking action to solve them, using pressure if necessary. Plato says that one of the punishments for refusing to
participate in politics is being ruled by people less able than yourself. This is the case within the political parties as well. We
need people who are able, knowing and brave enough to carry out the needed transformations. These people need to be of
high moral standing, selfless, because this and only this can be a guarantee for good results.
SP: You participated in our Regional training program in 2004. What was the most important thing you learned in this program and did you manage to apply any of that in practice?
KI: I had an opportunity to learn about the public and political life in most of the Balkan countries and meet some of the
present and future leaders of the region. I learned about the unique Balkan mentality and spirituality. But the most important
lesson I learned was the grave danger we could face when great ideas get into small minds.

“Buying

and

Selling Votes is a
Crime”
Civil Coalition for Independent and
Democratic Vote

The Integrity Pact for conducting free and
democratic elections was signed by 18 political parties and 26 NGOs on 21st January 2009. The initiator for creating the Civil
Coalition for Free and Democratic Elections
is the Association “Transparency International” – Bulgaria, whose director is Diana
Kovacheva, alumna of the BSoP, class of
2006. Supported by 8 NGOs (the Open Society Institute - Sofia, the Bulgarian School of
Politics, the European Institute, “Green Balkans,” the Institute for Market Economy, the
Center for Liberal Strategies, and the Foundation for Reform in Local Government),
“Transparency International” brought to expression the concerns of citizens about the
growing - in power, influence and outreach
- attempts to erode the democratic political
representation in Bulgaria, through the manipulation, falsification and control over the
free choice of citizens, the practice of vote
buying and non-transparent financing of political parties.
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INTEGRITY PACT
FOR INDEPENDENT AND DEMOCRATIC VOTE IN BULGARIA
We, the signatories to this Integrity Pact, representing non-governmental organisations, the media, trade unions, academic and business organisations, on the one
hand, and representatives of the political parties in Bulgaria on the other hand,
express our concern with the increasing intensity, negative impact and prevalence
of the systematic attempts to cause erosion to the democratic political representation in Bulgaria
fully aware that the manipulation, falsification and control over the independent vote
of citizens constitutes a violation of the Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria and
a violation of the political rights of citizens and the democratic political system,
having noted that vote buying and non-transparent funding of the political parties
constitute a violation of the Social Contract and the Constitution of the Republic of
Bulgaria,
we embrace the necessity to take the actions set forth below, and in particular:
THE POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA COMMIT TO ENSURE THAT FREE, DEMOCRATIC AND TRANSPARENT ELECTIONS WILL TAKE
PLACE THROUGH A NUMBER OF LEGISLATIVE, LEGAL AND POLITICAL ACTIONS, AND IN PARTICULAR BY:
Initiating, supporting and adopting urgent legislative measures
aimed to:
1. Adopt adequate financial sanctions against the organised buying of electoral votes,
which will have preventive effect (fines between 150 000 – 200 000 lv.)
2. Introduce changes to electoral laws so that votes will be counted at regional vote
counting centres (instead of the present section election commissions);
3. Introduce a legal requirement that all advertising election campaign materials of
the candidates, political parties and coalitions will have information that vote buying
and selling is a crime punishable by law. The notice should be printed on all posters
and promotion materials and shall take not less than twenty percent of the area of
each poster or the title page of each brochure or leaflet. All audio and video materials
should also contain the above information as an unambiguous and understandable
voice message.
4. Introducing internal party rules and regulations for zero tolerance towards vote
buying.
5. Institutionalizing the Civil Society Coalition for Free and Democratic Vote as body
empowered to monitor the election campaign and the election process during the
upcoming elections.
6. Establishment of an accessible public register of election campaign donors available in real time for the purpose of civic control;
7. Introduce an obligation according to which all donations from natural and legal
persons, exceeding one minimum wage, should be made solely by bank transfer;
8. Introduce sanctions for political parties, independent candidates, coalitions and
initiative committees, which fail to submit reports in due time or submit incomplete
reports.
9. Set up a specialised body competent to carry out actual checks aimed to establish the compliance between declared income and actual expenditure during election campaign;
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Interview with Diana Kovacheva, class of 2008, Director of
Association “Transparency International”
SP: Do you believe that everyone will abide by the contract?
DK: The signing of the contract is a result of the united efforts of a large number of civil society
organizations and the partnership of the political parties for a very important cause – the attempt to reduce and stop vote buying. Definitely, the fact that the political parties joined us is
the first sign that the problem with vote buying is significant and that concrete steps have to
be taken to solve it. I am also aware of the fact that this contract comes in just months before
the elections and a good number of parties see in this an opportunity to present themselves
as transparent and honest. What they don’t seem to expect, I believe, is that for us the act of
signing the contract is only the beginning, the basis for monitoring the way in which each of
the parties will fulfill its commitment. This contract is the legitimate foundation for citizens to put pressure upon politicians to
take concrete legislative measures, which will make vote buying futile and irrelevant - for instance, this is the purpose of the
proposal for the creation of regional centers to count the votes.
I have no illusions that the phenomenon of vote buying will simply vanish in the forthcoming elections, but I believe that it
will be a huge success if people become aware that there is a way for their vote to remain anonymous and even if they have
sold it, they would still be able to make a free choice and cast their vote as their conscience tells them. Measures that stop
the control over the voter’s choice will make futile the attempts to buy the vote. We expect the political parties to be very
active in the campaign against vote buying by informing citizens that such an act is a crime. We will announce publicly the
parties which do not respect the contract as well as those who keep their commitment.
SP: “Transparency International” - Bulgaria managed to consolidate leading NGOs around this idea, and after the signing
of the contract we can add to this group the parliamentary represented parties as well. What do you think brought together
so many different people and what were the biggest problems you as director of the organization had to face, to achieve
this success?
DK: With this initiative we put a name to the problem and found supporters to solve it. My experience so far shows that it is
hard to get civil society to back up even such socially significant causes. For instance, remember the attempt of Transparency International – Bulgaria, to organize a campaign against the non-transparent deal for Trakia Highway in 2005. Now,
with this campaign against vote buying, it seems that we’ve managed to go beyond the anti-corruption talk and to propose
specific measures against vote buying, measures that could indeed be implemented before the upcoming elections. I think
that a significant role for uniting the NGOs and the parties played the experience of my organization from the last 8 years
in monitoring the election campaigns; we provided enough facts to back up our arguments that the control over the vote
means conducting non-transparent and manipulated elections. We gathered our potential as leading non-governmental
organizations in Bulgaria to achieve one clearly defined goal. I think that at this stage there are enough politicians in the
political parties who are aware that the process of vote buying and the shady financing practices of their parties come with a
heavy political price but they cannot start a similar campaign from within. This is a question of political courage, where leaders have to carry through with unpopular decisions. It is not necessary for these to be the formal party leaders. The biggest
problem I see is actually coming to terms with the belief that the outcome of the elections could (and should) be left only in
the hands of those who will cast their vote. The biggest success is yet to come – namely, for the political parties to decide
and lead an honest election campaign, in which the final decision will come from the vote of the citizens and not the money
in the ‘black’ party cash-boxes.
SP: You graduated from the School of Politics in 2006. What was the most valuable thing you learned in our program and
did you manage to apply it in practice?
DK: For me, it was a great opportunity to be part of your School. One of the lessons I learned there was that there is no
cause you could not defend if you have the right arguments – everything is a matter of your point of view. The training in
front of the camera was also very useful – I think it helped me overcome my natural fear of the camera. The School was for
me a place, where you could rehearse the things that would happen to you in real life in the future.
SP: You are a successful young person with a lot of responsibilities. How do you find time for your family?
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DK: I believe that no success is worth it if there is no one to share it with. For me the family is the most important and I think
that no one should be alone. My husband works abroad now but we hope this will soon end. Skype is what connects us and
we travel for hours to be together. I admit that I miss the traditional family because we had that kind of life for a long time and
nothing can replace the feeling when you come home at night and the people you love are there to greet you. Vital for me
is my relationship with my son, who suffers most because of my job and my frequent travel. I try to teach him that the most
important thing in life is to believe in your self and that he has the potential to achieve everything he wants.

Champions of the Month
Svetlosar Todorov, class of 2007 of the School, was appointed regional governor of Gabrovo.
A few months ago, he traded the journalist’s seat in radio TS for this new position and responsibility. The team of the School strongly believes that Svetlyo, with his calm and balanced
character and his persistence, will be a successful governor of Gabrovo and will contribute to
building the European image of the region.

Galya Assenova, class of 2008, who is also a municipal councilor in Pernik, decided to surprise
her fellow citizens with a new method of communication through her Virtual office. On her website
www.savetnik-pernik.com, you can find more information about the municipality, Galya’s responsibilities in the Council and her projects for the citizens and the city.

Alizan Yahova, class of 2008, was appointed Executive director of State Fund “Agriculture”. After
serving first as acting director, then as deputy director of the institution, she took this new job – a
‘windy’ and by no means easy position. We wish her a lot of success.

Olga Apostolova, alumna of BSoP, class of 2008, recently travelled
to India (this is only one of great many journeys she’s had – she’s a
world traveller, in spirit and in deed.) You can read about her adventure in the essay she wrote (in Bulgarian) on the website of the School
– http://www.schoolofpolitics.org/sites/default/files/bulletin/BSoP_Januari_2009_1.pdf Enjoy the pictures and the delicious details about a
country so vast and so diverse, Olga will be your personal tour guide
for an unforgettable – this time, unfortunately, only virtual – journey to
India.
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What makes Bulgaria similar to Burkina Fasso: Ives Theodore
Nassuri, a volunteer at the Bulgarian School of Politics, shares his
views
Hello,
My name is Ives Theodore Nassuri and I come from Burkina Fasso. I have a Master’s degree in
public and international law, and at present I am a volunteer from the Organisation Internationale de
la Francophonie (OIF) at the School. I support the School in developing various projects and recently
started teaching a seminar at the New Bulgarian University.
My volunteer work here is a pilot project of the OIF, which allows young people from francophone countries to work and
live in a country of their choice, helping to accomplish the goals of the organization. At the moment, there are 37 volunteers
working on five continents – America, Europe, Asia, Africa and Oceania. I chose Bulgaria, a country with many faces, which
I discover every day, while trying to learn its language.
I picked Bulgaria for many reasons:
I’ve had the opportunity to travel a lot – I have been to Africa, Asia,
America, Europe, but I did not know the region of the Balkans, even
though I had heard a lot about it;
- coming to Bulgaria was a great opportunity to acquire a new experience as Burkina Fasso is quite different from your country;
- besides that, for me as a lawyer, questions related to politics are very
interesting, and coming to Bulgaria, working for the School, I am learning a lot every day;
- I am happy about my choice, because the people at the School offered
me their hospitality and helped me shake off many of the prejudices and
concerns, which, I admit, I did have;
- Bulgaria is a country with a vast natural and cultural diversity, which is
worth knowing;
Let me try to sum up some of the differences and similarities I find between Bulgaria and Burkina Fasso:
Five similarities:
1. Active young people, the hopeful future of the countries;
2. Two countries which continue to move forward;
3. Both belong to a larger community (the African Union and the European Union);
4. One-chamber parliament;
5. Both countries are members of the OIF.
Five differences:
1. Overall, more young people live in Burkina Fasso, compared to Bulgaria;
2. Bulgaria is a parliamentary republic, while Burkina Fasso is a semipresidential republic;
3. 274 200 km² is the area of Burkina Fasso, while Bulgaria has 110 910
km²; respectively, my country’s population is 12 million versus 7,500,000
for Bulgaria;
4. Bulgaria has a long history as an independent nation, while Burkina
Fasso, a former French colony, gained its independence in 1960;
5. Bulgaria’s climate is continental, Burkina Fasso has a tropical climate.
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“Last Thursday” Discussion
The regular monthly “Last Thursday Discussion” on the topic of
Young Politicians and Politics passed with a lot of emotion, a bit
disorderly and in a typical for young people manner. “The statesman thinks about the next generations, the politician – about the
next elections”, Korman provocatively introduced the topic. On
whom does the promotion of young people in political parties depend – on the leader, or on themselves? What, in fact, does it mean
to be a young politician? Do young people sometimes reproduce
old modes of behavior in order to rise in their careers, instead of
introducing new and attractive things to better the image of the
party and open it to the public? One of the participants defined
metaphorically the role of young people in political parties as “the
children who are left to play on the playground and to build sandcastles with their small buckets.” Another proposition was that we
should not talk about young politicians in general, because they
are different people with different ideas and behavior. Generally
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young politicians.

speaking, they can be divided into naïve people, realists and cynics.
Another dividing line was that between experienced and inexperienced
people. When we combine these two lines we come up with experienced naïve people, experienced realists, experienced cynics, inexperienced naïve people, and so on.
After many propositions were hurled around regarding the courage or the lack of courage of young people, their professional qualification or lack of such to participate in the decision-making process, the
professionalization of youth policies in the other European countries
and the lack of such policies in Bulgaria, we again returned to the question: “On whom does the progress of young politicians depend?” And
thus, unnoticeably, we got back to the quote with which Korman introduced the topic: thinking like a politician or statesman. Young politicians are the future of any party and statesmanship requires from party
leaders to take good care of them. This would encourage young politicians to be themselves, to think creatively, to make efforts to educate
themselves. The opposite will create, after the old pattern, outmoded

Forthcoming Events
1. From February 8-12, 2009,
in Velingrad, will take place the second course of the National program;
the course is dedicated to policies and
governing practices at the local level.
2. February 20th is the deadline to vote for the nominations of the
Alumni Club. A right to vote have only
the members of the Club but you must
register before you can vote. Voting
is online through the website of the
School – www.schoolofpolitics.org.
92 Patriarh Evtimii Blvd., Sofia

3. On February 26 will take place
the regular “Last Thursday” discussion
of the Alumni C lub. The topic is „The
majoritarian system – between populism
and ignorance”, moderated by Georgi
Kiryakov, class of 2007.
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