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Issue 8, March 2009

Members of the Alumni Club of BSoP Found a ‘White Swallow’ Among the Bulgarian Politicians
On Sunday, March 22 took place the long-awaited event – the award ceremony
for the first Annual Awards of the Alumni Club. To the tune of a Bulgarian bagpipe,
the emcees - Albena Nacheva and Robert Yanakiev...(p. 2)
Мincho Spasov is the first winner of the Annual Award of the
Alumni Club of BSoP “White Swallow” for his work as chairman of the Committee on Internal Order and Security. Read
the interview with M. Spassov in the newsletter.
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Young people in Gabrovo send their message to
the Europiean Parliament: “We are lucky,
because we are going to vote!”
On Friday, March 13, in Gabrovo took place the first information meeting and discussion with young people, dedicated to
the European Parliament elections 2009. The meeting was
organized by the Bulgarian School of Politics, within a project
funded by the “Youth in Action” program of the EC. Co-organizer of the meeting was the Information Center “Europe
Direct” in Gabrovo. (p. 6)
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Members of the Alumni Club of BSoP Found a ‘White Swallow’ Among the Bulgarian
Politicians

On Sunday, March 22 took place the long-awaited event – the award
ceremony for the first Annual Awards of the Alumni Club. To the tune of
a Bulgarian bagpipe, the emcees - Albena Nacheva and Robert Yanakiev - welcomed the guests at the ceremony. The awards in the first two
categories, “Best Ideas” and “Outstanding Club Member,” went to the
chairman of the Club – Mr. Solomon Bali. He was nominated and won
for “most active participant in the initiatives of the Club” – his was the
idea for the “Last Thursday Discussions,” for using Internet to connect
with members of the Club outside of Sofia, and many others.
However, the School directors intervened, and, bypassing all democratic procedures, awarded three more prizes to people in the category for “Outstanding Club Member” – the special certificates went to
representatives of the Class of 2002. The winners were Mr. Моmchil
Моmchilov, Mr. Georgi Shishkov, and Mr. Ergin Emin, for the most active and committed members of the Club since its foundation.
In the category “Popularizing the Club,” the award went to the Class
of 2008. True, they had been nominated for almost all categories. The
next award – “Philanthropist” – went to the only nominee (neither Solomon Bali, nor the class of 2008 were nominated in this category, as
the emcees joked), and the winner - Ms. Irena Tahova. She was recognized for her tireless work in compiling, financing, and publishing
an almanach about the activities of her class, and for her continued
effort and support for the children from the State Home for Children
Without Parental Care in Velingrad. She has come up with numerous
new ideas and initiatives, and she is a real inspiration to all of us. Congratulations!
We had a single nomination in the category “Media Publications” for
popularizing the work of the School, too. The award went to the Editor-in-chief of Duma newspaper, Ivelin Nikolov. On his first day on the
job, he published on the front page a picture of the graduates of the
Regional program of the School of Politics – young political leaders
from the Balkan countries, together with the Speaker of the National
Assembly.
The most heated competition by far was in the category “White Swallow” for a politician. The nominees
were: Mr. Daniel Valchev, for his
stand on the teachers’ strike; Mr.
Kiril Dobrev, for his project “R.E.D”,
which became very popular and
claims to be one of the most effective initiatives in many years; Mr.
Martin Dimitrov, for his work as a
member of parliament, dedicated
to the public interest and the public
good; Mr. Mincho Spasov, for his
work as chairman of the Commit-
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tee on Internal Order and Security, and his continued efforts for transparency in the Ministry of Interior;
Mr. Parvan Dangov, for his work and strong position on local and national level against the criminalization
of Bulgarian politics, against corruption and for ‘clean hands’ in politics; and Mr. Filip Dimitrov, a herald of
chivalry in political life.
The award went to Mr. Mincho Spasov. Runners-up were Kiril Dobrev and Parvan Dangov.

Interview with Mr. Mincho Spassov, winner of the “White Swallow”
Award of the Alumni Club of BSoP

SP: Why is it hard to be a “white swallow” in politics, to be marching to your own
beat?
MS: It is not hard to be a “white swallow” if you do not want anything and are not
afraid of anything – that is, if you are truly free.
SP: You were nominated for this award because of your work as a chairman of
the Committee on Internal Order and Security. What was the major challenge you
had to overcome, when you took this position? Is there anything you failed to do?
MS: My nomination by the Alumni Club and my winning the award was a surprise for me. Evidently, the
judges have not taken into account many of my mistakes and weaknesses. I have never thought I would
head the Committee on internal order and security. I am not a police officer, so I thought I can compensate
with what I think I do well – my strong suit – my doctorate work on administrative control. When you work in
the administration, without pretending to be a big boss, you must have the same approach to both your subordinates and your superiors. I demand from my subordinates to come up with a decision tree, from which
they can pick one out of three decisions, and when I report to my boss, I want to be able to suggest three
decisions, from which s/he can choose. There is no guarantee against making mistakes, but an informed
choice is what is most important. The lack of decision is actually worse than the wrong decision, which could
be later on improved. I could not persuade the Minister of the Interior that he needs to take the risks and go
ahead with a reform, to solve the problems by making decisions, not by financing them (the problems).
SP: What does the award a «White Swallow” mean to you, personally?
MS: This award is one of the most important and most surprising I have received in politics – along with the
many wounds and scars.
Young people in Gabrovo send their message to the European Parliament:
“We are lucky, because we are going to vote!”
At the opening of the course, the course leader - Assoc. Prof. Svetoslav Malinov - nonchalantly mentioned
that, time and again, the “third course has proven to be the best of all” (and he wasn’t just joking).

Following the course agenda, the participants started with work in small
groups, focusing on their public speaking skills. On Monday, we continued with a simulation of a parliamentary plenary session and parliamentary speeches. The session was chaired by the course leader – himself
a member of parliament – and the representatives of the parliamentary
groups “127”, “The Right Perspective”, “Ventzi’s Kids” and “Group Plus”
had to argue pro / con the legalization of prostitution in Bulgaria. The vote
after the speeches showed that the supporters of legalization have won by
far. Their success was mainly due to the group’s leading speaker – voted
also “best speaker”, Mr. Grigor Dimitrov.
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Next, together with Prof. Malinov, we
looked at the mechanisms of power. He
offered us a very ‘dynamic’ interpretation
of the decision-making process in existing power structures. We looked at the
diverse power resources and discussed
their place in democracy.
There was no Off the record session in
this course, but we replaced it with the
topic “The dark side of democracy.” In the
first part, in the format of a “fishbowl” discussion, we listened to the journalist from
the Bulgarian National Radio, Irina Nedeva, and the chairman of the Committee on
Discrimination, Kemal Eyup, and their position on the non-legitimate forms of power in democracy. Members of the Alumni
club also took part in the discussion. The
topics covered issues such as extremist
and radical movements, intolerance against different groups
of citizens, the dividing lines between the “right of choice”
and “invading the privacy of the other”, how to accept the “different” and issues of hate speech, which have become part
of our everyday life.
This conversation continued on Tuesday, when the topic of
organized crime was at the center of the discussion with Stefan Popov, from RiskMonitor, and Tihomir Bezlov, from the
Center for the Study of Democracy. The discussion focused
on the genesis of organized crime in Bulgaria, the links between organized crime and the structures of power, and the
mechanisms to fight organized crime.
In the next couple of days, main topics were climate change
and the financial crisis (a very energizing presentation by
Prof. Randall Baker), followed by… the financial crisis in Bulgaria – an honest conversation with the former minister of
finances, Milen Velchev (2001-2005).
Enlightening was also the panel with the participation of Ms.
Ekaterina Mihaylova, MP and Mr. Georgi Bliznashki, MP.
They grappled with the issue of the Bulgarian Constitution
– future amendments, the need for a Grand National Assembly, the position of the political parties on the main law of the
country. Vesselin Metodiev spoke about his experience as a
Minister of Education (1997-2001) and a member of parliament, and the tough choices one has to make in the legislative process.
The third day ended with a screening of the documentary
“Hamaz – a forbidden zone”, directed by Elena Yoncheva, discussing the last military conflict between Israel and
Hamaz.
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Two main events, led by two prominent journalists, marked the last two days of the
seminar. First, the participants had the opportunity to work with Lilly Marinkova,
in a simulation of the weekly radio show “Nedelya 150”. She did not spare them
the tough questions, and those who ventured to participate had a chance to see
what it’s really like in her studio. The course program ended with a simulation of
the TV program “Referendum” (just two days after the big battle on the same show
between Prime-minister Stanishev and informal leader of GERB, Boyko Borisov).
The moderator of the TV program – Dobrina Cheshmedjieva – this time put our
participants in the spotlight. The debate topic was “Do referenda weaken direct
democracy?” The great jury, comprised of the rest of the program participants and
seminar guests, gave a positive answer to this question, and argued instead for
representative democracy.

-

Vassil Avramov, class of 2007, organized a discussion with the participation of the children, involved in
the Junior Achievement program in Velingrad, and participants from this year’s class of BSoP. The topic was
“Education, business, power – initiative and entrepreneurship.”
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„I Vote for Europe” started in Veliko Tarnovo

It seems like we have set a tradition to start all of our new initiatives in Veliko Tarnovo. The new project of the School – “I Vote
for Europe: Bulgarian Youth Votes in the European Parliament
Elections 2009” – is no exception. On March 12, in the building of
the European Center in Tarnovo and with their kind support, the
team of the School presented this new initiative before media and journalists from
all over the country. Why do we need to vote? What are the mechanisms to limit vote
buying? Do we know how the European Parliament works and what is the role of the
media to provide better information to citizens? These were only a few of the questions we discussed with the journalists at a cup of coffee… and everybody found out
what their good (European) luck will be.
At http://bnt.bg/bg/news/view/5737/mihail_konstantinov_i_kolio_kolev_za_tova_shte_
ima_li_promeni_v_izbornoto_zakonodatelstvo you can listen to the interview with Ms.
Svetlana Lomeva, Executive Director of BSoP, about the upcoming elections for European Parliament on BNT1.
Young people in Gabrovo send their message to the European Parliament:
“We are lucky, because we are going to vote!”

On Friday, March 13, in Gabrovo took place the first information meeting and
discussion with young people, dedicated to the European Parliament elections
2009. The meeting was organized by the Bulgarian School of Politics, within a
project funded by the “Youth in Action” program of the EC. Co-organizer of the
meeting was the Information Center “Europe Direct” in Gabrovo.
Special guests at the meeting were Ms. Bilyana Raeva, MEP, Ms. Ingrid Shikova, Information and Communication Advisor, Representation of the EC in Bulgaria, Mr. Said Hallaouy, from the Information office of the EP in Bulgaria, the
District Governor of Gabrovo, Mr. Svetlozar Todorov, as well as Ms. Markova,
the President of the Technical University in Gabrovo, which hosted the meeting
in the University library.
Participants in the meeting – over 100 students from the Technical University, the
Aprilovska High School and the Math High School in the city – had a chance to
discuss issues related to the role of the European Parliament, the functions and
responsibilities of the Bulgarian members of the EP, the topics they want to see
on the agenda of the next European Parliament. They did not spare their critical
questions and remarks, and received honest and direct answers from Ms. Bilyana Raeva and from the other quests at the meeting.
In the second part of the event, participants worked in groups and shared their
ideas for the best reason why young people in Gabrovo, and all young people in
Bulgaria, should vote in the upcoming elections. The prize for the winner - a very
yummy cake! Here is what the young people in Gabrovo – some of whom will be
voting for the first time in June – thought was a very good reason to go out and
vote on June 7th: “If you don’t vote, you don’t have the right to criticize!”
Besides that, all participants in the event had a chance to see what the 7th of
June will bring for them: during the coffee break, everyone was happy to dis
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cover a very special “fortune” related to the election day. This is one of the “secret weapons” we have prepared to mobilize young people in the country to go out and vote.
If you share the belief of the young people in Gabrovo, you can be a guest at our next events and use the
opportunity to make your voice heard. The School of Politics will be holding meetings and information sessions in Tarnovo, Blagoevgrad, Burgas, Plovdiv, and Sofia. For current information on upcoming events, to
chat with other young people, or to put a question to the candidates for European Paliament, please visit
the website of the School at www.schoolofpolitics.org and the website, dedicated to the project “I Vote for
Europe 2009” at www.azglasuvamzaevropa.eu.
Young people in Gabrovo: “These are our main reasons to vote”

1. „If you don’t vote, you have no right to criticize afterwards!”
2. „My voice is my future!”
3. “Enough about our hard luck, let’s get out and vote.“
4. “I vote because I want to create my own destiny!“
5. “Stand up for our European positions!“

Interview with Bilyana Raeva, Member of the
European Parliament, NDSV/ALDE

SP: What do you consider your most successful achievement as a member of the European Parliament in the last
two years, 2007-2009?
BR: I dedicated my efforts to several important causes, the last
one was winning a better position for Bulgaria in terms of the measures contained in the “Climate and Energy” package. The legislation based on this document allocates quota for the member-countries for carbon emissions, mechanisms for auctioning, etc. The
Bulgarian business managed to get a derogation of 7 years, which
will cut some of their costs, esp. in this early period of Bulgaria’s
membership in the EU. As concerns my overall position, I have
always stood for legislation representing and defending liberalism.
There are further examples, but keep in mind that this is an ongoing work. Last week, for instance, we voted
on introducing a European vignette, which would have made the life of Bulgarian transportation companies
very difficult, because it makes their services a lot more expensive and not competitive.
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SP: Are you considering running again for MEP? If so, what priorities would you set for yourself
and your Bulgarian colleagues in the EP?
BR: My personal priority, as well as a priority of the party which I represent, is the good image of Bulgaria in
Europe. We have achieved a lot in terms of implementing various directives, technical plans, etc., but each
and every one of us, no matter whether they officially represent the country in the European institutions, we
have to make sure we represent Bulgaria with dignity.
SP: What should be the priorities in developing youth policies in Bulgaria and in Europe?
BR: Definitely, mobility is one of the most important factors for developing youth policies and the successful realization of young people on the labor market. I think that those in the last years of their studies must
have access to the real business, through internships or practica, in order to get acquainted with the job, the
business environment, etc. This will help them land a job afterwards, gain experience and valuable skills.
It is also important to have opportunities for the Bulgarian teachers to develop professionally through their
entire career. If we want to take care of our students, we need to take care of their teachers as well.
Third, it is of utmost importance to allow young researchers to pursue their scientific career in Bulgaria, as
well as in the EU. Our system of scientific and research institutions is very old and we cannot compete with
European or US institutions, in terms of the working conditions or compensation we can offer the young
specialists. But now that so many European funds are available, we have to find a way to attract and keep
young people in Bulgaria.
The other priorities now – battling the financial and economic crisis, but this has to be done through intelligent moves and investments – investing in energy-saving industries, renewable energy sources, green
economy, because this is the only way the world economies will be able to survive the crisis and its aftermath.
SP: What message do you want to send to Bulgarian youth, especially those who will be voting for
the first time in the European Parliament elections? How can you encourage them to vote?
BR: “Vote to achieve what you wish for.“
SP: The most interesting thing that happened to you in the last two years in the EP?
BR: Many things, indeed. I had many interesting meetings with important people, I was really impressed
with the Dalai Lama when he visited the EP earlier this year. But, honestly, everyday I feel on my shoulders
the responsibility I have to people in Bulgaria, and this is the most important for me.

Interview with Said Hallaouy, Information Office of the EP in Sofia

SP: What do you think should be the main messages of the European
Parliament to young people in BG and Europe about the upcoming elections?
SH: Go out and vote, just vote – is the main message. As you said yourself, vote
on 7th of June, “Ti reshavash” – as the slogan of the Bulgarian campaign says.
This is the future of our world.
SP: What is the best way to communicate those messages to young people – what is the best way to get them to vote?
SH: For example, the office of European Parliament in Bulgaria is going to organize several debates in the country in universities, we will meet the young people
in their place. We know that to touch young people you need TV, you need internet
– for instance, we will have a very intense TV campaign, internet campaign – we have 10 reasons why to
vote. We’ll explain why it’s really important to vote, and Internet is a great tool for this.

9
SP: Do you think e-voting will increase turn-out?
SH: Well, I don’t know, that’s an interesting question. Maybe, I don’t know, because we need to have a secure system, we have 27 countries voting on the same day, 375 million people, but – why not? We should
test it at least one time in one country and see if there will be a difference between regular and e-voting.
SP: What did you like about the meeting today, what is one thing that stood out for you?
SH: I was really impressed by the dynamism of the students, they’re very curious, I felt that they want to
know. And they need information about the EP, we need to give them this information, about the European
institutions, what is happening, because most of the time the only problem is the lack of information. It was
a very good meeting and I wish you success.

Interviews with Nia Stefanova and Ivet Kabackchieva, Math High School
(Gabrovo)

SP: My first question – was this meeting interesting for you?
Nia: In the beginning, I wasn’t sure what to expect, but now I can
say that it was very helpful and interesting for the young people; we
learned about the EU and what it can do for the economic development of the country.
Ivet: The second part of the meeting where we could ask question
was very helpful and I understood a lot about how we can ‘fix’ the
problems in the country.
SP: Do you think that the members of the European parliament have done enough to inform the
citizens about what they have accomplished? Are they really accountable to citizens?
Nia: I think that there’s more they could do, but for a small country like Bulgaria, with limited opportunities
for development, I think they have done enough, and if they continue to do their job, Bulgaria will be one of
the well-respected members of the EU.
Ivet: I have not actually seen anything different in the country since we joined the EU, I even think some
things are worse then they used to be.
SP: Are you going to vote in the upcoming elections? If you’re still hesitating, what can take you
to the voting booths?
Nia: I agree with what Ms. Raeva said, that everyone has to voice his or her opinion and that every person,
who has self-respect, needs to know who they are going to support and what that person’s ideas are. It is
right, it is obligatory to vote, I think, and I am going to vote.
Ivet: I am actually too young to vote, but I would if I could.
АP: What would you do to get out the vote of young people in Gabrovo? What would you say to
them?
Nia: Perhaps, “Vote, this is your future!”
Ivet: Your voice can change things for real.

10
European Elections 2009: Meeting with Students at UNWE

On March 27, in the University for National and
World Economy took place a discussion dedicated to the upcoming elections for European
Parliament: “The European Parliament – a look
from the inside.” The meeting was organized
by the “Ego Politico” Club at the University.
Special guest was Ms. Dushana Zdravkova,
MEP.
At the invitation of “Ego Politico,” representatives of the Bulgarian School of Politics also
took part in the discussion. We had a chance to
present the main goals and activities planned
within the project “I Vote for Europe 2009”, and to share our experience working with young political and civic leaders in the country. The participants – students from the University – had very
interesting questions about the future work and tasks of the European parliament, the priorities,
that the Bulgarian MEPs should set for themselves for the next 5-year mandate. And of course,
everybody who attended the meeting enjoyed their new “European” good luck – a special message of the campaign of the School of Politics to get out the vote for Elections 2009. Our message:
the future belongs to us, but to make it happen, vote on June 7!

We are happy to announce that Preslava Mangova, class of 2008,
finally said “Yes”! Our staff wishes her a long and happy family life,
and we hope that she will still find the time to take part in the initiatives of the Alumni Club.
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Last Thursday Discussion Club
“Regions in Bulgaria”
The topic of the Thursday Discussion on March 27th was “Europe of the regions: Bulgaria of the regions”. The
moderator, Stanimir Kaytazki, began with a brief historical overview of the administrative-territorial division in Bulgaria. The overview emphasized the relationship between
the territorial division in the country and the social and economic development of the
respective regions. In the existing regions, unique local political and economic elites
emerge, which very often lobby for regional privileges. The regions develop their own
economic, social and transportation policies, healthcare and cultural policies. The main
argument was that such stable structures have been in existence for many years, and
have developed tight networks and relationships between them.
One of the questions raised was whether a new territorial-administrative division is
planned and what will be its consequences for the country. The prevailing opinion was that Bulgaria
has not made any commitment to
the EU to change the current administrative map of the
country. The existing division into 6 regions, established
in 2003, is based on a geographical principle, following a
recommendation of the EU, and was the result of a number of meetings of various working groups, which did not
manage to reach a final agreement. Currently, those regions have only statistical value but offer an opportunity
to apply for EU funding. All of the attendees agreed that
there is no pressure from the EU to change the territorial
division in Bulgaria, this is not on the agenda of the government but it is necessary for a more effective and democratic governance of the country.

Forthcoming Events
1. The School of Politics, in cooperation with Information Center “Europe Direct,” Veliko Tarnovo, the Centre for Policy Modernization, and Portal “Bulgaria” will organize an information day and discussion on April 7 with students from Veliko Tarnovo University about the
upcoming elections for European Parliament 2009. The event is part of
the initiatives within the project “I Vote for Europe.”
2. On April 10, in Blagoevgrad, in cooperation with the Centre
for Policy Modernization and Portal “Bulgaria”, the Bulgarian School of
Politics organizes a meeting dedicated to the upcoming elections for
European Parliament. Special guest at the event will be Ms. Dushana
Zdravkova, MEP. The event is part of the initiatives within the project “I
Vote for Europe.”
3. From April 26-30, in Velingrad will take place the Fourth
course of the National training program of BSoP, “Bulgaria in the European and world political process.”
4. All alumni of the Club are invited to the next meeting of the
“Last Thursday Discussions” on April 23 (please note the change of
date). Ms. Iliyana Nikolova, class of 2008, will moderate; the topic is
“Politics and entertainment: are they taking over charity?”
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