
Issue 9, April 2009

Newsletter

Contents

Meeting of Bulgarian 
and Ukrainian Experts 

in Sofia (p. 2)

“I Vote in Europe” in 
Veliko Tarnovo (p.  3 )

Blagoevgrad and 
Strumyani send their 

messages to the 
European Parliament 

(p.  4)

National Program, 
Course 4 (p. 5)

Interview with Henry 
Pigeat (p.  8)

“Last Thursday Dis-
cussion” (p. 9) 

Forthcoming Events

(p. 10)

         

Bulgarian and Ukrainian experts discuss the Euro-
Atlantic Integration of Ukraine

The third event under the joint project of the Bulgarian 
School of Politics and the Institute for Euro-Atlantic Co-
operation, Kiev, titled “European and Atlantic Integration: 
the Way to Democracy for Ukraine,” realized with the kind 
support of the Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation, 
took place on 31 March – 3 April 2009 in Sofia. (p.2)

From April 7 to June 7: 60 days to decide

“One people, one vote, one destiny - you de-
cide!” That was the choice of Veliko Tarnovo: 
the young people in the city, who attended the 
meeting dedicated to the upcoming European 
elections on June 7, decided that this is the 
best reason to vote in the elections. (p. 3)

Blagoevgrad and Strumyani send their mes-
sages to the European Parliament

On April 10 took place the third information meeting 
and discussion within the project of the School of Poli-
tics: “I Vote for Europe: Bulgarian Youth Votes in the 
European Elections 2009″ (p. 4)

How can Bulgaria 
improve its image 
in Europe?

„Bulgaria in the Eu-
ropean and global 
political process” 
was the main theme 

of the fourth course of the National Program of the 
Bulgarian School of Politics, which took place in Velin-
grad, April 26-30. (p. 5)

Interview
 with Henry Pigeat, director of 
the Centre de formation des 

journalists in Paris (p. 8)



2

Bulgarian and Ukrainian experts discuss the Euro-Atlantic 
Integration of Ukraine

The third event under the joint project of the Bulgarian School 
of Politics and the Institute for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation, 
Kiev, titled “European and Atlantic Integration: the Way to 
Democracy for Ukraine,” realized with the kind support of the 
Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation, took place on 31 
March – 3 April 2009 in Sofia. Four Ukrainian experts came 
to Bulgaria to present, along with their Bulgarian colleagues, 
the project and the state of cooperation between the Bulgar-
ian and Ukrainian partners in the area of the prospective 
Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine. Secondly, they were to 
popularize and promote to the Bulgarian public the bilingual 
guidebook - a joint compilation of articles by Bulgarian and 
Ukrainian experts on Euro-Atlantic integration, seen through 
the lens of the Bulgarian experience in the process and its 

applicability to Ukraine.
Within the framework of the overall program, the Ukrainian experts had meetings with Assya Kavrakova, Pro-
gram Director, European Policies and Civic Participation Program at the Open Society Institute – Sofia, Daniel 
Smilov, Program Director at the Centre for Liberal Strategies, and Andrey Leshkov, representative of the Analy-
ses and Research Department of the Bulgarian National Assembly.
The major event – a press conference/discussion, titled “European and Atlantic Integration: the Way to Democ-
racy for Ukraine – was held on 2 April 2009 in the Press Club of the Bulgarian Telegraph Agency (BTA), Sofia. It 
aimed to inform the Bulgarian public and popularize the cause of Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration. The main 

focus was on the presentation of the bilingual guidebook, the 
Euro-Atlantic integration of Ukraine, the example of Bulgaria 
in this process, as well as energy and security, especially in 
the light of the recent gas crisis that left Europe without gas 
supplies for nearly a month. The following Ukrainian and Bul-
garian experts and analysts, who had contributed with articles 
to the book, took part in the event: Oleksiy Haran, Professor 
at National University Kyiv Mohyla Academy; Volodymyr Hor-
bach, political analyst at the Institute for Euro-Atlantic Coop-
eration; Oleksandr Makobriy, Chief Consultant of Information 
Policy Department at the National Center on Euro-Atlantic 
Integration of Ukraine; Liliya 
Levandovska, Expert at the 
Institute for Euro-Atlantic 
Cooperation; Prof. Georgi 

Karasimeonov, Director of the Institute for Political and Legal Studies; Sveto-
slav Malinov, Member of Parliament, Member of the Program Council and the 
Advisory Board of the Bulgarian School of Politics; Ognyan Minchev, Director 
of the Institute for Regional and International Studies; and Milen Lyubenov, 
Assistant Professor at the University of Sofia “St. Kliment Ohridski”. Present at 
the event were journalists, analysts and university students, interested in the 
topic.
The press conference was facilitated by Alexander Politov, Bulgarian School 
of Politics. 
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 From April 7 to June 7: 60 Days to Decide

 “One people, one vote, one destiny - you decide!” That 
was the choice of Veliko Tarnovo: the young people in the city, 
who attended the meeting dedicated to the upcoming European 
elections on June 7, decided that this is the best reason to vote in 
the elections. The meeting took place in the European Informa-
tion Center “Europe Direct” in Tarnovo and was co-organized by 
the Bulgarian School of Politics and web portal “Europe.”
 Participants in the meeting had a chance to discuss the 
work and the powers of the European Parliament, with the help 
of Maria Nikolova and Tihomira Trifonova, both from portal “Eu-
rope.” They also had a lot of questions for Svetlana Lomeva - 
executive director of the School of Politics - who spoke about 
Bulgaria’s responsibilities as a member of the EU to our neigh-
boring countries in the Balkans. She also outlined the main issues related to vote buying and ballot rigging - one 
of the proposals to eliminate such practices that came from the 
meeting was the introduction of mandatory voting in Bulgaria. 
 In the second part of the meeting, the young people - most 
of whom were political science students from Veliko Tarnovo Uni-
versity - had a chance to talk about many other issues. They 
grappled with the question what should be the new priorities of 
the European Parliament, in particular, the youth policies that the 
MEPs should initiate. Moderator of this discussion was Alexan-
der Politov, Bulgarian School of Politics. In another group, led by 
Denitza Lozanova, also from the BSoP, the participants asked 
themselves how can we improve the image of our country in Eu-
rope? Should we be concerned if people outside Bulgaria associ-
ate it mainly with folk singers such as DesiSlava? Do we need a 
national strategy to ‘fix’ the country’s image and who should be 
responsible for that? How can young people serve as ambassa-
dors of their own country? 
 A heated discussion took place in the group moderated 
by Teodora Kaleynska: is there a unifying Bulgarian national in-
terest and how could we defend that interest in the European 
Parliament? We did not come to an answer, and participants 
also struggled with the issue that the EU has not yet managed 
to come up with a common foreign policy or unified position on 
many problems concerning its future enlargement. 
A third group discussed issues related to better information and 
communication between citizens and the MEPs. Here, the par-
ticipants were assisted by the representatives of portal “Europe” 
- M. Nikolova and T. Trifonova. Internet and online tools were 
among the proposals for improving the relations between citi-
zens, and especially young people, and their representatives in 
Brussels. 
There was not enough time to hear everyone and consider all possible solutions. We hope, however, that this 
meeting will be just the beginning of many such discussions - whether formal or not - which could help young 
people make their informed choice. They have exactly 60 days until Election day - June 7 - to make up their mind 
and decide. Our mission will be accomplished if all of them decide to go to the polls and vote; for whom - that’s 
up to them.
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Blagoevgrad and Strumyani send their messages to the European Parliament

On April 10 took place the third information meeting and 
discussion within the project “I Vote for Europe: Bulgarian 
Youth Votes in the European Elections 2009″. In the sun-
ny city of Blagoevgrad we met young people from the city, 
from Strumyani municipality and the city of Gotze Delchev. 
Special guest at the meeting was Dushana Zdravkova, 
MEP. Other guests included Antoaneta Milenkova, alumna 
of the School of Politics from Blagoevgrad, as well as Maria 
Nikolova and Tihomira Trifonova, portal “Europe”, who are 
also co-organizers of the meeting. Representatives of the 
AIGEE campaign in Bulgaria - Iva Djambazova and Georgi 
Michev - also attended the meeting.

The discussion focused on issues related to the upcoming elections and the ways to encourage young people 
to vote, how they can become better informed about the European parliament and what the Bulgarian MEPs are 
doing for them. Dushana Zdravkova, MEP, shared with the participants her experience in the last two years in 
the EP and spoke honestly about the efforts that the Bulgarian representatives make daily to serve the interests 
of the country. The participants in the meeting had many questions and shared their views on improving the 
communication with the MEPs, what should be the priorities for the new parliament, how to improve Bulgaria’s 
image in Europe, etc.

At the end of the meeting, following a tradition we established during the first information day, the participants 
voted for the best reason to go the polls in the upcoming elections. The motto - which we called Strumyani’s mes-
sage to the EP - goes like that: “I vote because I can, I vote because I want to, I vote because I must.”

We believe and hope that this will become one more important reason for many young people to go to the polls 
on June 7. We will be there and hope to see you there, too!

How can Bulgaria improve its image in Europe?

 „Bulgaria in the European and global political process” was the main theme of the fourth course of the 
National Program of the Bulgarian School of Politics, which took place in Velingrad, April 26-30. 
 Who are the decision-makers in Europe and what is the role of Bulgaria in the European institutions was 
the first topic of the seminar. Main speakers were Antoinette Primatarova, from the Centre for Liberal Strategies 
and Christian Vigenin, MEP. In the time we had allotted for discussion, we only managed to raise a great deal of 
questions, but we had a healthy debate about the need for Bulgaria to take a pro-active stand on many issues 
on the agenda of the European institutions. 
 We got an answer to the question how to become more involved in the European matters from Henri 
Pigeat, director of the Centre de formation des journalists in Paris: by using more actively the modern commu-
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nication tools such as the Internet and blogs. In the age of internet networks, according 
to Pigeat, political communication should adapt to the new configuration of the public 
space, which changes the rules of the game in politics. The new communication rules 
give an opportunity for transparent and public decision-making, and we must keep this 
in mind.  Even when it comes to a personal decision – such as voting – technology has 
taken the lead. That was the core message in the presentation of Jochum de Graaf, 
from the Dutch Institute for Political Participation. He spoke about the project VoteMatch 
(“Glasovoditel” in Bulgaria), an innovative online political preference test. The online tool, 
which will cover both the national parliamentary elections and the elections for European 
Parliament, is currently in the process of preparation in Bulgaria. The seminar partici-
pants had the job to review the proposed statements and offer new themes, which will 
become part of the final version of the online test. That version of the Glasovoditel for the 
Bulgarian national elections will come out in May 2009.
 Where the European left and the European right stand on the eve of the European 
Parliament elections was the topic of the presentation by two young, modern political 
analysts: Dimiter Bechev, a research fellow at St. Anthony’s College, Oxford University 
and Slawomir Sierakowski, from Poland. Slawomir is the founder and editor of „Politi-
cal Critique” in Poland, and the main driving force in a movement aimed at articulating 
a new discourse of the left – the post-communist left, as a new political ideology, in his 
country. The ideas of what made such new ideologies and discourse possible, and what 
the period of transition from communism to the EU has meant for Romania and Bulgaria, 
was also the topic of Ioana Avadani, director of the Center for Independent Journalism in 
Bucharest. Are Bulgaria and Romania – who seem to be like “twins separated at birth,” 
according to Avadani, indeed the ‘bad kids’ of the EU? She spoke candidly about the mis-
haps and successes of the two countries in the pre-accession and post-accession period, 
highlighting the areas that both connect and separate us. She did not spare her critical 
remarks to the governments of the countries, nor to the EU, but she also argued that we 
really need to pull our act together, if we want to have a better future for our children. 
 Julian Popov’s presentation followed that of Avadani, and pursued a similar com-
parison between good governance and good policies in the area of climate change of 
countries such as the UK, China, the US, and, on the other hand, Bulgaria, where such 
policies are lagging behind, or even when they are in place, they are not enforced. The 
question he asked was “Can climate changes change the global political paradigms?” 
and showed how climate change has inevitable consequences for the national security of 
every single country on the globe. 
That same topic – national security - but seen through the prism of Bulgaria’s role in 
NATO, was the focus of the presentation of Colonel Stefan Yanev (Ministry of Defense). 
He was very clear in outlining the priorities of the country as a member of the Alliance, 

and the need for a  transformation – in mind and heart – of both the Bulgarian politicians and military officers in 
order to meet the requirements of a new world order. 
The fourth course of the program is the last one in Bulgaria. For that reason, two traditional events take place 
during it: the participants present and discuss their final research papers; the second is their official ‘initiation’ as 
members of the Alumni Association of the School. 
This year, the class of 2009 had an opportunity to work on policy issues and specific case studies in several 

areas: European institutions, International politics, Youth policies, 
Internal party democracy, Election campaigns, Cultural policies, 
Local government, Organized crime, and Corruption. Many of the 
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papers presented important data and analysis of political events 
in the country, specific policies or legislation. The papers will be 
published and will be used for future training purposes. Consul-
tants and advisors of the participants were both academic figures 
and politicians: Theodora Kaleynska, Stefan Tafrov, Assoc. Prof. 
Milena Stefanova, Assoc. Prof. Tatyana Tomova, Dessi Gavrilova, 
Vessela Cherneva, Korman Ismailov, Assoc. Prof. Svetoslav Ma-
linov, Iva Pushkarova, Ivelin Nikolov. We appreciate their efforts 
and hope to continue our work next year. 
 The final papers were one of the conditions for success-
fully graduating the program, and thus becoming a member of 
the Alumni Association. The special ceremony, organized by the 
Council of the Alumni Association, was both fun and serious: ev-
ery candidate had to present reasons why they should become 
members of this elite, indeed, club of kindred minded spirits. 
 One more event stood out during the seminar: for the sec-
ond year, the Bulgarian School of Politics organized a fundraising 
event for the State home for children without parental care in Vel-
ingrad. The Class of 2009 followed in the footsteps of the previous 
class, and raised more than 2000 leva to support education initiatives for the children; so 

far, with the money raised last year, we have built a library and an art studio. Children from the home were guests 
at the fundraising, and sang and danced for us: a folk dance teacher works with them every week, which is also 
one of the initiatives of the Alumni association. Prior to this fun(d)raising evening, however, participants and kids 
rolled up their sleeves and painted the fence and the playground of the home. 
 Last but not least: the final media exercise for this year was a funny, but also quite difficult experiment that 
left many of us (including members of the staff of the School) tongue-tied: “A one-minute interview”. Participants 
had the chance to test their wit and reactions in front of the camera with the help of a professional journalist, 
Nadya Obretenova, a news anchor from the Bulgarian National TV. 

Vasko Avramov, class of 2007, and teacher in “Vassil Levski” High School in Velingrad, organized a discussion 
with alumni of BSoP and students from the school on the issues of higher education in Bulgaria.
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One of the initiatives of the Class of 2009 during the fourth course in Velingrad 
was painting the playground of the local Home for children without parental 
care.

Charity Evening 
The money raised during the event will be used to organize educational 
initiatives for the children. 
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The new members of the Alumni Association: the 
class of 2009!

Interview with Henry Pigeat, director of the Centre de formation
 des journalists in Paris 

SP: What are the main challenges that young politicians face 
today on the European stage?

HP: I think that the first such challenge is going against the 
public opinion in these countries, and this is so because of the 
modern media and the absence of any limits or barriers to the 
dissemination of public opinion. For instance, the public opinion 
in France, Germany, England, or Serbia immediately spreads 
to all of Europe. There are no countries isolated from this pro-
cess, even when their media are not that well developed, but 
what people think travels very fast through the internet  and the 
politician should be always informed and prepared to comment 
on the current events.  

SP: What is the image of Bulgaria in Europe, in your view? Is it still that of Europe’s ‘bad kid’ and how can we 
improve it? What is your advice to the young politicians who will become members of the next European parlia-
ment?

HP: Bulgaria is one of the newest members of the EU and still not that well-known by many people. Recently 
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more and more Europeans have been traveling to Bulgaria for tourism, but that’s a recent trend. On the other 
hand, you have to deal with many of the traditional challenges facing a new democracy such as yours: corrup-
tion, crime, etc. These are things that have been part of France’s history as well, and even worse than this. What 
we see, however, and what stays with the foreign observers are the scandals, the bad scandals, and there is 
more room for stuff like that in the media as well. A lot of work has to be done to show that Bulgaria has the will 
and the determination to fight the existing problems. Take for example the European funds; it is obvious to me 
that the large part of that money is invested and used in the right way, but even one scandal is enough for it to 
become the issue of the day for everyone inside or outside the country. Perhaps the most important task of the 
Bulgarian members of the EP should be to explain the real difficulties that exist and the progress made so far. If 
we consider the changes in Bulgaria in the last 20 years, they are indeed astonishing. I have been visiting your 
country often in the last 10 years and the change is visible, but people don’t always see that or become aware 
of it.

SP: You are one of our favorite speakers in the program and have been our regular guest since its creation. How 
do you see the development of the School in the last 7 years and what advice would you give us?

HP: The evolution is significant; there is little difference between the debate we had today and the debates I 
have in Paris or London, which was not the case 7 years ago. Democracy is not a permanent given, we need to 
fight and work for it every day, and that’s why debates in the School of Politics, the fact that so many people get 
together to discuss what a new democratic future should look like is so important. 

“Last Thursday” Discussion Club

The last discussion of the series on April 24 was devoted to the topic of char-
ity. The main question – have entertainment and the show biz taken over the 
spirit of philanthropy in Bulgaria – became the subject of a heated debate 
between the participants in the meeting. Moderator of the discussion was 
Iliyana Nikolova, director of the Workshop for Civic Initiatives, and alumna of 
the BSoP, class of 2008. She was also the main speaker and in what follows, 
we present a summary of her paper.

Iliyana began by outlining the meaning of philanthropy and charity, and pre-
sented positive practices and cases from the US, the UK and other countries 
in that area. The facts speak for themselves: in 2007 in Bulgaria, according 
to the Bulgarian Donors Forum, companies and citizens have donated 34 
million leva, which is 15% more than donations made in 2006. Half of the Bul-
garian citizens and over 65% of companies make donations. For countries in 
Western Europe and the US that number is 80%. In Germany, for example, more than 30 billion Euro have been 
donated in one year alone, in the US – 260 billion USD. 
Individual donations per capita in Bulgaria amount to 2.5 leva, compared to 2.5 Euro for the Czech Republic. 
The largest donation so far in the world was made by Warren Buffett, who gave 37 billion USD to the “Bill and 
Melinda Gates” Foundation in 2007. The largest corporate donation belongs to the managers of the Readers 
Digest Publishing House in the amount of 424 million USD for the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

In Bulgaria, large individual donors rarely come public. Corporate donations on the other hand don’t come in 
large amounts – for instance, the biggest corporate donor for 2007 is M-Tel, followed by First Investment Bank, 
who have given respectively 1.2 and 1.02 million leva. Fifty-one percent of all donations in Bulgaria are for chil-
dren – children in institutions, life-saving medical operations, and children with disabilities. 

What do we learn from this? In Iliyana’s view, the show business and politics have completely taken over the 
practice of charity in Bulgaria, and not for good. She also raised a lot of questions about all the recent forms of 
‘charity’ such as the “VIP Brother” TV show (Old School Production Company), “The Amazing 6” (Global Vision), 
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the fundraising initiatives of government institutions, etc. Her main points concerned the effectiveness of such 
campaigns; the lack of transparency in producing them and allocating the funds raised; the lack of transparent 
communication and information provided to the citizens and viewers of such initiatives, who, in most cases, don’t 
know how much of their money will actually go to charity and how exactly it will be spent (only 41% of the money 
donated through each SMS message during the currently running “VIP Brother” show will actually go to charity); 
the absence of information about why particular cause, case, or institution has been chosen as a beneficiary of 
the donations; the involvement of public figures in such campaigns, without clearly drawing the line between their 
commitment to true charity or simply boosting the image (or providing free advertising) for specific companies. 

What can we do? Above all, Iliyana believes, make sure that people in public office do their job well, as defined 
by law; second, become more informed as citizens and demand information about how the money we give is 
spent; third, create a culture of giving and conscious commitment to social issues as part of our way of life, from 
an early age, instead of simply participating in ‘SMS-charity’ in exchange for a good (or not so good) TV and 
media entertainment.

“Beauty will save ...politics”

The new flower garden we planted in our backyard.  

Forthcoming events
 
 
 1. On May 15, on the premises of the 
Bulgarian National Parliament, the BSoP or-
ganizes a meeting, dedicated to the upcom-
ing European elections. The meeting will bring 
together MPs, MEP candidates, young people 
from the country. The initiative is part of the 
project “I Vote for Europe”. Co-organizer is the 
office of the Council of Europe in Bulgaria. 
 
 2. On May 21 and 29, in Plovdiv and 
Burgas, the BSoP organizes meetings dedi-
cated to the European elections “I Vote for Eu-
rope.”
 
 3. The regular meeting of the “Last 
Thursday” discussion series is scheduled for 
May 28th. The topic is “Islam and democracy”; 
discussion moderator - Korman Ismailov.
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