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Champions of the Month
Yordanka Fandakova, class of 2008, National Program, is the new Minis-
ter of Education, Science and Youth. We are very proud of her and wish 
her success in her new position!  

Participants in the 4th Summer University for Democracy in Strasbourg
 discussed challenges before world democracy

For the fourth consecutive year, from July 5-11, the Sum-
mer University for Democracy organized by the Council 
of Europe, took place in Strasbourg. Participants in the 
National training program “Governing Skills” 2009 of the 
Bulgarian School of Politics were among the 600 atten-
dants of the event. Together with the Bulgarian represen-
tatives, the Summer University gathered participants from 
16 Schools of Politics in Southeast Europe and the former 
Soviet republics. (p.2)

Anton Kutev, class of 2006, National Program
Belgin Shukri, class of 2008, National Program
Dimcho Мihalevski, class of 2002, National Program
Erdoan Ahmedov, class of 2002, National Program
Ivelin Nikolov, member of the Advisory Board of the Bulgarian School of 
Politics
Кiril Dobrev, class of 2006, National Program
Коrman Ismailov, member of the Advisory Board of the School of Politics
Kornelia Ninova, class of 2006, National Program
Maya Маnolova, class of 2006, National Program
Моnika Panayotova, class of 2009, National Program
Yordanka Fandakova, class of 2008, National Program
Zhivko Todorov, class of 2002, Regional Program

New Members of Parliament, 
Alumni of the Bulgarian School of Politics
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Participants in the 4th Summer University for Democracy in Strasbourg 
discussed challenges before world democracy

For the fourth consecutive year, from July 5-11, the Summer University for Democracy organized by the Coun-
cil of Europe, took place in Strasbourg. Participants in the National training 
program “Governing Skills” 2009 of the Bulgarian School of Politics were 
among the 600 attendants of the event. Together with the Bulgarian repre-
sentatives, the Summer University gathered participants from 16 Schools 
of Politics in Southeast Europe and the former Soviet republics. 

This year the main topics of the Summer University were dedicated to the 
60th anniversary of the Council of Europe and the 20th anniversary of 
the fall of the Berlin Wall. Participants had the 
opportunity to listen to speeches from former 
and current heads of state from European 
countries, who shared their experiences and 

views of those defining events 20 years ago. The political leaders also stressed 
that the new democratic states in Central and Southeast Europe still face many 
challenges. In the course of the week, the participants in the Summer Univer-
sity discussed issues related to the current financial crisis, the development of 
democratic institutions, the global climate changes and the need for new policies 
and decisions in these areas. Nikolay Stoynev, Monika Panayotova, Snezhina 
Gabova, Orlin Kalev were among the most active Bulgarian representatives and 

were speakers in the thematic workshops.  
In Strasbourg, the Class of 2009 received their Certificates for Specialization in Politi-
cal Management from the School of Politics and from the Council of Europe.

In his welcoming address to the participants of the Summer University, Mr. Terry Da-
vis, Secretary General of the Council of Europe, spoke ardently about the significance 
of that annual gathering of young political and civic leaders from Europe. We could 
argue, he pointed out, if one can be taught or trained to become a leader; but true 
leaders have to learn that politics is an ongoing process of negotiation and honest 
exchange of opposing views, and the Summer University for Democracy provides the 
arena for this kind of exchange every year and is thus the best training ground for the 

future leaders of Europe. Mr. Davis, who will be soon leaving his position as Secretary General of the Council 
of Europe, also underlined the exceptional contribution and longstanding commitment of the Council of Europe 
to democracy, the rule of law and the respect for human rights. He recalled the visit to the Council of Europe 
of the former president of the former Soviet Union – Mikhail Gorbachev, a key event that eventually led to the 
fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989.
In his opening speech following Mr. Davis, the president of Slovenia, Mr. Danilo Türk, outlined some of the 
challenges facing societies today. He spoke about the importance of social prosperity, the rule of law and citi-
zens’ participation in the democratic process, the challenges to security and peace in the world. Mr. Türk also 
shared his views about what he called “internal” obstacles to democracy, among them the role of the media, the 
electoral process, and the relationships between government and opposition. He argued that the democratiza-
tion of the political process in the former socialist countries cannot, and should not, end up with the European 
integration. 
Another key speech that stirred up a lot of emotions in the plenary session was delivered by the president of 
Croatia, Mr. Stjepan Mesic. His message was: no one is born a democrat, one becomes a democrat. Crucial 
role here plays training as a main instrument in adopting and applying the historical democratic achievements 
to societies in the world. This is why events such as the Summer University for Democracy are praiseworthy – 
gathering kindred minded people, who have decided to dedicate their lives to politics, to debate and exchange 
ideas about a better common future for their countries and a unified Europe. 
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During the 5 days in Strasbourg, the participants also had a chance to 
visit the European Court of Human Rights, to meet with their peers from 
neighboring countries, to discuss initiatives and opportunities for multilat-
eral and regional cooperation. 

The Summer University concluded with the adoption of a joint declaration 
in which all of the participants confirmed their commitment to democratic 

values such as the rule of law, good governance, 
tolerance and respect for human rights. These 
values and principles became the cornerstones for the democracies that emerged in 
Europe after the fall of the Berlin Wall and the peoples of Europe should continue to 
uphold them, to make the process of European integration successful. 

On the last day, the participants heard from Mr. Erhard Busek, former Vice-Chancel-
lor of Austria and former Special Coordinator of the Stability Pact for South East-
ern Europe, who congratulated the participants in the Summer University and called 
upon them to respect and support European solidarity and to work for the future of 
Europe. Last to take the stage was the former football player Lilian Thuram, currently 

President of the Lilian Thuram Foundation – Education 
Against Racism. His speech was moving and inspiring 
– asking the young political leaders to work for the com-
mon good, against discrimination and racist divisions 
in Europe and the world. This was a befitting end to a 

week of heated discussions and debates, which nevertheless brought people together, not apart, even when 
they disagreed. To the tune of the hymn of Europe, the “Ode to Joy,” the participants in the 4th Summer Uni-
versity for Democracy pledged their support to democracy and said their goodbyes – until next year. 

Dani Koleva and Lilian Thuram



The Bulgarian Ambassador to the Council of Europe in Strasbourg Received 
the School Bell of the Class of 2009

The class of 2009 of the National training program of the BSoP re-
ceived their certificates in the Bulgarian Representation to the Coun-
cil of Europe in Strasbourg. For the fourth year in a row, our host in 
the Representation was the Bulgarian Ambassador to the Council of 
Europe, Mr. Ivan Petkov. Among the guests attending the reception 
were Bulgarians living and working in Strasbourg, students, repre-
sentatives of the Council of Europe. Special guests were also eight 
civic and political leaders from African countries, attending the 4th 
Summer University for Democracy of the CoE, on the invitation of the 
Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie. They had a chance 
to talk to representatives of the Bulgarian School and get numerous 
ideas how to implement similar projects in their own countries. 
This year the reception given by Ambassador Petkov was very spe-
cial. After four years in Strasbourg, the Ambassador is about to em-
bark on a new mission. On that occasion, the class of 2009 decided 
to honor him with a special gift – the school bell, which is given every 
year to prominent people with unique contribution to the School of 
Politics and its mission. Among the previous recipients of the award 
are Mr. John Beyerle, former Ambassador of the U.S. to Bulgaria, 
Mr. Dimi Panitza, Ms. Sasha Bezuhanova, Mr. Svetoslav Malinov. 

This award is our recognition of the support of Mr. Petkov to the Bulgarian School of Politics in the last four 
years, to all those young Bulgarian political and civic leaders who have come to Strasbourg with the promise of 
making their own contribution later on for a better future for Bulgaria. We appreciate our cooperation with Mr. 
Petkov during those years and wish him good luck in his new endeavor!

Champions of the Month

Yordanka Fandakova, class of 2008, served as deputy mayor of Sofia munici-
pality for Culture, Education, and Sports. Ms. Fandakova will be the new Minister of 
Education, Science and Youth. She has a degree in Russian language from Sofia 
University, and additional qualifications in education management. 

Anton Kutev, class of 2006, Coalition for Bulgaria, 20 electoral district, Silis-
tra, has a degree in History of Arts from the Art Academy in Sofia and a degree in 
European Public Administration from Sofia University. In 2006 he completed the Na-
tional Training Program “Governing Skills” of the Bulgarian School of Politics. Anton 
was elected a municipal councilor and spokesperson of the group of the Bulgarian 
Socialist Party during his term of office 2003-2007. He is Secretary of the Executive 
Bureau of the BSP and member of the Supreme Council of the party.
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Belgin Shukri, class of 2008, MRF, 18 electoral district, Razgrad, MP from the 
group of Movement for Rights and Freedoms. He graduated from Russe University “An-
gel Kanchev”, majoring in technology and organization of transport. Regional leader of 
the Youth Organization of MRF.

Dimcho Мihalevski, class of 2002, Coalition for Bulgaria, 22 electoral 
district, Smolyan, has a degree in construction engineering. He is also alumnus 
of the BSoP National Training Program “Governing skills”, class of 2002. He has 
served as deputy mayor of Kardjali. In 2005 he was appointed deputy minister of 
the Ministry of Regional Development. He speaks Russian and English.

Erdoan Ahmedov, class of 2005, MP from the group of Movement 
for Rights and Freedoms. He graduated from Svishtov University, majoring in 
Accounting and Finance.

Ivelin Nikolov, member of the Advisory Board of the Bulgarian School 
of Politics, Coalition for Bulgaria, electoral district 6, Gabrovo, has de-
grees in Еducation and Сommercial Law. He has also specialized in organizational 
psychology. Ivelin is currently the editor-in-chief of Duma newspaper.  Since 2000, 
he has been the deputy director of the School of Political Management of the Fried-
rich Ebert Foundation, and since 2002 – director of the Institute for Social Integra-
tion.
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Кiril Dobrev, class of 2005, Coalition for Bulgaria, 26 electoral district, 
Sofia region, graduated from the University for Geology in hydro geology 
and engineering geology. He also has a degree in finance from the Univer-
sity of National and World Economy. Member of the 40th National Assembly; 
member of the committees on economic policy and the committee on corrup-
tion prevention. K. Dobrev speaks English.

Kornelia Ninova, class of 2004, Coalition for Bulgaria, 1 electoral 
district, Blagoevgrad, has a degree in Law from Sofia University. She 
has worked as executive director for Technoimpex, AD. In September 
2005, she was appointed deputy minister in the Мinistry of Еconomy 
and Еnergy. She speaks English and French. Currently, she is spokes-
person of the Bulgarian Socialist Party. 

Коrman Ismailov, member of the Advisory Board of the School of Politics, 
MRF, 8 electoral district, Dobrich, has a BA in Economics from the University 
of Konia (Turkey). After graduating in 1997, he worked briefly for the Rights and 
Freedoms newspaper. From 1998–2001, he worked at the Sofia branch of the “Zi-
raat bankasi” bank. Afterwards he started his own business consulting company. 
In 2004, he participated and completed the Regional Program of the Bulgarian 
School of Politics - “Political Debate in Southeast Europe.” Currently, he is enrolled 
in the MA program “Political Management” of the New Bulgarian University. At the 
4th National Conference of the Youth Movement of the Movement for Rights and 
Freedoms, he was elected Chairman. He speaks Turkish and English.

Маya Маnolova, class of 2005, Coalition for Bulgaria, 9 elec-
toral district, Кyustendil, has degrees in finance and law. Member of 
the 40th national assembly from the Bulgarian Socialist Party. She is mem-
ber of the committees on law, energy, and regional policy and local govern-
ment. She speaks Russian and English. 
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Моnika Panayotova, class of 2009, majoritarian candidate of GERB, 24 
electoral district, Sofia, She has a BA in International Relations from the University 
for National and World Economy, and MA in International Economic Relations. Monica 
is head of the Youth organization of GERB. She heads the Projects and PR unit of the 
Institute for Economic Policy. She speaks French and English.

Zhivko Todorov, class of 2008, Regional Program, GERB, 27 electoral district, 
Stara Zagora. Member of Parliament from GERB. He graduated from Sofia Univer-
sity, with a major in European Studies. Member of the National Executive Council of 
GERB.

The team of th
e School of Politic

s 

wishes you wonderful summer holidays!

92 Patriarh Evtimii Blvd., Sofia
E-mail: office@schoolofpolitics.org

sp@sp-bg.org
Теl.: (02) 9526882 /Fax: (02) 9526664


