
Newsletter
1

Contents

“I Vote for Europe”
 in Plovdiv

 р.  2

Public forum with 
candidates for

 Parliament in Gabrovo
 р.  2 

Champions of 
the Month

р. 4

Forthcoming events
р. 7

         

Issue 11, June 2009

“I Vote for Europe” in Plovdiv

On June 3, in Maritza Hotel in Plovdiv, took place the conclud-
ing public discussion on the European elections 2009, part of the 
project “I Vote for Europe” of the Bulgarian School of Politics. The 
event was organized by the project partners – the Bulgarian School 
of Politics and the foundation “Diverse and Equal.” Key speaker at 
the meeting was Ms. Evelina Dosseva, expert in Directorate “Ethic 
and Demographic Issues” at the Council of Ministers. The partici-
pants included university students and working youth from Roma 
communities from the Plovdiv region and Sofia. (p. 2)

Citizens and Politicians Debate Together a Better Future 
for Gabrovo 

On June 30th, just a few days before the 
parliamentary elections, representatives of 
civil society, businesses and trade unions, 
and the candidates for members of Par-
liament gathered in Gabrovo electoral dis-
trict. The public forum and debate was a 
logical follow-up of the series of debates 
“We have a choice”, conducted by the Bul-
garian School of Politics before the local 
elections in 2007, with the support of the 
Trust for CEE. (p. 2)

Champions of the Month
Leaders of Party Slates and Majoritarian candidates for MPs

Anton Kutev, class of 2006
Denitza Dimitrova, class of 2006
Dimcho Мihalevski, class of 2002
Ivelin Nikolov, member of the Advisory 
Board of the Bulgarian School of Politics
Кiril Dobrev, class of 2006, leading the par-
ty ticket of Coalition for Bulgaria, 26 elec-
toral district – Sofia region
Коrman Ismailov, member of the Advisory 
Board of the School of Politics
Kornelia Ninova, class of 2006
Маrgarita Petkova, class of 2004
Маrina Dikova, class of 2003

Maya Маnolova, class of 2006
Мincho Spassov, class of 2006
Моnika Panayotova, class of 2009
Petya Stavreva, class of 2006
Rayna Yovcheva, class of 2003
Solomon Passi, member of the Board of the 
School of Politics
Stanimir Ilchev, member of the Advisory 
Board of the School of Politics
Svetlozar Todorov, class of 2007
Vessela Lecheva, class of 2002
Yordanka Fandakova, class of 2008 
(p. 4)
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“I Vote for Europe” in Plovdiv

  On June 3, in Maritza Hotel in Plovdiv, took 
place the concluding public discussion on the Euro-
pean elections 2009, part of the project “I Vote for Eu-
rope” of the Bulgarian School of Politics. The event 
was organized by the project partners – the Bulgar-
ian School of Politics and the foundation “Diverse and 
Equal.” Key speaker at the meeting was Ms. Evelina 
Dosseva, expert in Directorate “Ethic and Demograph-
ic Issues” at the Council of Ministers. The participants 
included university students and working youth from 
Roma communities from the Plovdiv region and So-
fia. 
  The participants in the meeting had a lot of 

fun while discussing important issues about the upcoming elections for European parliament – vote buying and 
ballot rigging, education and employment policies for Roma youth, European policies regarding the cultural, 
ethnic and linguistic diversity in the EU, etc. The most attractive presentation and the best suggestions how not 
to sell your vote came from the group, moderated by Bisserka Yotova. They staged a mini-version of the “Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire” show, and presented the most important reasons why young people should vote in the 
elections. Their presentation was voted the most interesting and they won – fair and square! – a delicious cake 
with the logo of the campaign for the European elections. And here is the winning reason why young people need 
to vote: “Be active!”
 The Bulgarian School of Politics believes that initiatives like this have contributed to getting out the vote 
on June 7; election turnout this time was higher than the 2007 elections and we’d like to think that we have done 
our share in making this happen. 

Citizens and Politicians Debate Together a Better Future for Gabrovo 

On June 30th, just a few days before the parliamentary elections, representatives of civil society, businesses and 
trade unions, and the candidates for members of Parliament gathered in Gabrovo electoral district. The public 
forum and debate was a logical follow-up of the series of debates “We have a choice”, conducted by the Bulgar-
ian School of Politics before the local elections in 2007, with the support of the Trust for CEE. 
Together with our partners in Gabrovo – the European Information Center “Europe Direct”, chaired by Galina 
Mihneva, the Bulgarian School of Politics was the host of an election debate between citizens and the leaders of 
the party tickets in Gabrovo. The forum gave citizens an opportunity to put their questions to the candidates and 
to propose solutions to problems they see significant for their region. The local cable TV RTV will broadcast the 



3

debate to reach as many citizens in the region as possible, and 
help them make an informed decision on 

July 5th. Moderator of the debate was Nadya Obretenova from the 
Bulgarian National TV. Participants in the debate included Mr. Dim-
iter Yordanov (RZS), Dr. Ivan Ivanov and Tzvetan Mihov (GERB), 
Svetlana Dyankova (DPS), Ivelin Nikolov and Nikolay Grigorov 
(Coalition for Bulgaria), Svetlozar Todorov and Tihomir Tzarov 
(NDSV), and Vassil Valchev and Dobromir Valachev (Sinyata Ko-
alizia).
“What do you consider the most important issue for Gabrovo, that 
you will committ to personally to solve?” was the first question the 
candidates had to answer. The next topic was civil society and civil 
society organizations; most of the questions dealt with the state of 
civil society in the region, the legislature dealing with consultative 
bodies with representatives of the civil organizations, the powers 
and capacitis of such consultative bodies, etc. Will the candidates 
support the creation of a special state fund to assist NGOs finance 
their projects or to receive bank credit lines, similar to the system 
established for municipalities and business companies? Will the 
candidates support the transfer or outsourcing of some adminis-
trative services to be implemented by NGOs with proven capacity 
and experience in the field?
The representatives of the business in Gabrovo also had a num-
ber of questions for the candidates. The hot issue of the day was 
the Law on Crafts and Artisans, passed by the 38th National As-
sembly. They argued that the law needs a major overhaul, not to 
mention a whole new law. The questions dealt with the regula-
tory practices in the economy, the state aid in the conditions of 
financial crisis, the anti crisis measures planned by each of the 
political parties, etc. Unfortunately, time was not enough to ask all 
the questions and get all the answers. But neither the citizens nor 
the candidates expected that everything will be said and done in 
one debate. Still, we managed to get the politicians’ promise that, 
if elected, they will all work for the good of the citizens of Gabrovo 
and the region in the next 41th National Assembly. The role of civil 
society is to be on the back of the politicians, like a gadfly (bor-
rowing from Socrates), to make sure that those promises will be 
fulfilled. We will meet again …not in 10 years, as the song goes, 
but next year, when the MPs elected from Gabrovo will come back 

to report on what they have delivered. If anybody has somehow forgotten what they have said, the TV record 
will be there to remind them. 



Champions of the Month

Anton Kutev, class of 2006, leading the party ticket of Coalition for Bulgaria, 
20th electoral district - Silistra, has a degree in History of Arts from the Art Academy 
in Sofia and a degree in European Public Administration from Sofia University. In 2006 
he completed the National Training Program “Governing Skills” of the Bulgarian School 
of Politics. Anton was elected a municipal councilor and spokesperson of the group of 
the Bulgarian Socialist Party during his term of office 2003-2007. He is Secretary of the 
Executive Bureau of the BSP and member of the Supreme Council of the party.

Denitza Dimitrova, class of 2006, majoritarian candidate and leader of the party 
ticket of NDSV, 28th electoral district - Тargovishte, has a degree in accounting. She 
was member of the National Parliament, 2005-2009. She was member of the commit-
tees on labor and social policy, and on energy. She speaks English, Russian, Czech 
and Slovak.

Dimcho Мihalevski, class of 2002, leading the party ticket of Coalition for Bulgaria, 
22nd electoral district - Smolyan, has a degree in construction engineering. He is also 
alumnus of the BSoP National Training Program “Governing skills”, class of 2002. He 
has served as deputy mayor of Kardjali. In 2005 he was ap-
pointed deputy minister of the Ministry of Regional Develop-
ment. He speaks Russian and English.

Ivelin Nikolov, member of the Advisory Board of the Bulgarian School of Politics, 
leading the party ticket of Coalition for Bulgaria, 6th electoral district - Gabrovo, has 
degrees in Еducation and Сommercial Law. He has also specialized in organiza-
tional psychology. Ivelin is currently the editor-in-chief of Duma newspaper.  Since 
2000, he has been the deputy director of the School of Political Management of 
the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, and since 2002 – director of the Institute for Social 
Integration.

Кiril Dobrev, class of 2006, leading the party ticket of Coalition for Bulgaria, 26 
th electoral district – Sofia region, graduated from the University for Geology in 
hydro geology and engineering geology. He also has a degree in finance from the 
University of National and World Economy. Member of the 40th National Assembly; 
member of the committees on economic policy and the committee on corruption 
prevention. K. Dobrev speaks English.
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Коrman Ismailov, member of the Advisory Board of the School of Politics, lead-
ing the party ticket of MRF, 8th electoral district - Dobrich, has a BA in Economics 
from the University of Konia (Turkey). After graduating in 1997, he worked briefly for the 
Rights and Freedoms newspaper. From 1998–2001, he worked at the Sofia branch of 
the “Ziraat bankasi” bank. Afterwards he started his own business consulting company. 
In 2004, he participated and completed the Regional Program of the Bulgarian School of 
Politics - “Political Debate in Southeast Europe.” Currently, he is enrolled in the MA pro-
gram “Political Management” of the New Bulgarian University. At the 4th National Confer-
ence of the Youth Movement of the Movement for Rights and Freedoms, he was elected 
Chairman. He speaks Turkish and English.

Kornelia Ninova, class of 2006, leading the party ticket of Coalition for 
Bulgaria, 1st electoral district - Blagoevgrad, has a degree in Law from 
Sofia University. She has worked as executive director for Technoimpex, 
AD. In September 2005, she was appointed deputy minister in the Мinistry 
of Еconomy and Еnergy. She speaks English and 
French. Currently, she is spokesperson of the Bulgar-
ian Socialist Party. 

Маrgarita Petkova, class of 2004, majoritarian candidate of Coalition of Bulgaria, 
26th electoral district – Sofia region, has a degree in Еlementary Education from 
Sofia University and a degree in Insurance Law from Svishtov University. Since 
2003, she has served as mayor of Ihtiman municipality. 

Маrina Dikova, class of 2003, leading the party ticket of NDSV, 1st electoral 
district - Blagoevgrad,  has studied Еlementary Education and Law. She is two-
term member of parliament (2001-2005, 2005-2009), where she was member of 
the committee on economic policy and the committee on regional policy and local 

government. She speaks English and Russian. 

Маya Маnolova, class of 2006, leading the party ticket of Coalition for Bulgaria, 
9th electoral district - Кyustendil, has degrees in finance and law. Member of the 
40th national assembly from the Bulgarian Socialist Party. She is member of the 
committees on law, energy, and regional policy and local government. She speaks 
Russian and English. 

 Мincho Spassov, class of 2006, majoritarian candidate and leader of 
the ticket of NDSV, 31st electoral district - Yambol, has graduated from So-
fia University, Law Department. He has worked as a lawyer in Yambol. M. 
Spassov is two-term member of the National Parliament (2001-2005, 2005-
2009). Chairman of the Committee on internal security and order, member of 
the committees on local government, regional policy, and the committee on 
defense. He speaks English, Russian, and French.
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Моnika Panayotova, class of 2009, majoritarian candidate of GERB, 24th electoral 
district - Sofia. She has a BA in International Relations from the University for National and 
World Economy, and MA in International Economic Relations. Monica is head of the Youth 
organization of GERB. She heads the Projects and PR unit of the Institute for Economic 
Policy. She speaks French and English.

Petya Stavreva, class of 2006, majoritarian candidate and leader of the ticket of 
Sinyata Koalizia, 29th electoral district - Haskovo, has a Master’s degree in Journal-
ism and Mass Media, Sofia University (1996-2001); training in political communication, 
Robert Schuman Institute, Budapest (2004-2005); specialisation in political manage-
ment, New Bulgarian University (2005-2006). 
She has worked as news website editor and author of ‘Nuclear Safety’ online edition 
(2001); political reporter and editor responsible for national political news, ‘National 
Agrarian Banner’ (newspaper) (2002); Chairwoman and national coordinator of Youth 

Initiatives 2004 Association (2004); Vice-Chairwoman of the Agrarian Union Association (2007); international 
relations expert, Railway - Carriage Repair Works ‘Septemvri-99’ (2007). 
She was also chairwoman of the Sofia branch of BANU-PU (2004) and member of the board and international 
secretary of BANU-PU (2006).  Ms. Stavreva is also chairwoman of the Bulgarian-
French town twinning committee (2007).

Rayna Yovcheva, class of 2003, majoritarian candidate of Coalition for Bul-
garia, 29th electoral district - Haskovo, has a degree in English from Plovdiv 
University. She has worked as a teachеr in Haskovo. Since 2001 she has been ex-
ecutive director of RSO “Maritza”. In 2005, she was appointed regional governor of 
Haskovo. 

Solomon Passi, member of the Board of the School of Politics, majoritarian candi-
date and leader of the ticket of NDSV, 29th electoral district - Haskovo is member of the 
Board of the Bulgarian School of Politics. He has a doctorate in mathematical logic and 
computer sciences. He has been Member of Parliament since 1990. In the 40th National 
Assembly he was member of the Committee on transparency and accountability. Mr. 
Passi served as Foreign Minister of Bulgaria in the period 2001-2005. He is founder and 
chairman of the Atlantic Club in Bulgaria. 

Stanimir Ilchev, member of the Advisory Board of the School of Politics, majoritarian 
candidate of NDSV, 1st electoral district – Blagoevgrad. Mr. Ilchev graduated from the 
Communications Department of Sofia University ”St. Kliment Ohridski.” In 1979 he started 
work as editor in the Bulgarian National Television.  Since 1981 he worked consecutively 
in the journals “Krile”, “Faks”, and “Mladezh” publishing house. Between 1994 and 2001 
he was director of public relations at the American University in Blagoevgrad. Since 2001, 
he has been member of the Bulgarian parliament and member/chair of different parlia-
mentary committees.
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Svetlozar Todorov, class of 2007, majoritarian candidate and leader of the ticket of 
NDSV, 6th electoral district - Gabrovo, has a Master’s degree in health management from 
Veliko Tarnovo Univeristy. He has worked in the healthcare system and as a journalist. 
Regional governor of Gabrovo since 2005.

Vessela Lecheva, class of 2002, majoritarian candidate, Coalition for Bulgaria, 13th 
electoral district - Pernik,  graduated from the National Sports Academy in 2001. She is 
second term member of the National Assembly (39th and 40th Assembly). In 2005, she 
was appointed Chairperson of the State Agency for Youth and Sports. She also served as 
deputy-chairperson of the Bulgarian Olympic Committee.

Yordanka Fandakova, class of 2008, leading the party ticket of GERB, 24 electoral 
district – Sofia, is deputy mayor of Sofia municipality for Culture, Education, and Sports. 
She has a degree in Russian language from Sofia University, and additional qualifications 
in education management. Alumna of the Bulgarian School of Politics, class of 2008.

Forthcoming events

1. Summer University for Democracy,
 Strasbourg July 5-11, 2009

 2. Elections for National Assembly, July 5

DO NOT FORGET TO VOTE!!!
 

92 Patriarh Evtimii Blvd., Sofia
E-mail: office@schoolofpolitics.org

sp@sp-bg.org
Теl.: (02) 9526882 /Fax: (02) 9526664


