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   Bulgaria in the EU - perspectives 
    for the next 5 years     

 On May 20th, on the premises of the Bulgarian National Parliament, 
the Bulgarian School of Politics, in cooperation with the Parliament 
and the Council of Europe, organized a discussion with candidates 
on the ticket of the parliamentary represented parties for the Eu-
ropean elections 2009. The discussion, “Bulgaria in the EU – per-
spectives for the next 5 years”, gathered politicians, alumni/ae of the 
School, students from universities around the country, representa-
tives of NGOs and media. The meeting was part of the initiatives of 
the School dedicated to the upcoming elections, within the project “I 
Vote for Europe.” (p. 2)

What did the candidates say? 
You can read about their platforms on p. 3.

60th Anniversary of the 
Council of Europe

On May 20th, members of parliament, 
foreign ambassadors, representa-
tives of the media, and other guests 
celebrated the 60th anniversary of the 
council of Europe in the building of the 
National Assembly. (p.5)

“European” Champions of the Month
Ms. Denitza Zlateva, class of 2004 of the Re-
gional program of the School of Politics, is number 8 
on the ticket of “Coalition for Bulgaria” for the Euro-
pean elections 2009. 
Mr. Korman Ismailov, class of 2004 of the Re-
gional program of BSoP, is number 4 on the ticket 
of DPS (Movement for Rights and Freedoms) for the 
European elections.
Ms. Monika Panayotova, class of 2009 of the 
National program of BSoP, is number 7 on the ticket 
of GERB party for the European elections.
Ms. Petya Gegova, class of 2002 of the National  
program of the School of Politics, is number 2 on the 
ticked of the party Bulgarian New Democracy for the 
European elections.
Ms. Petya Stavreva, class of 2005 of the National 
program of BSoP, is number 3 on the ticket of “Sin-
yata koalizia” for the elections. 
Mr. Svetoslav Malinov, member of the Program 
Council of BSoP and regular lecturer in our training 
seminars, is number 2 on the ticket of “Sinyata koal-
zia” for the elections.
Mr. Stanimir Ilchev, member of the Program 
Council of BSoP, is number 3 on the ticket of NDSV. 
(p. 6)
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  Bulgaria in the EU - perspectives for the next 5 years 

On May 20th, on the premises of the Bulgarian National 
Parliament, the Bulgarian School of Politics, in coop-
eration with the Parliament and the Council of Europe, 
organized a discussion with candidates on the ticket of 
the parliamentary represented parties for the Europe-
an elections 2009. The discussion, “Bulgaria in the EU 
– perspectives for the next 5 years”, gathered politicians, 
alumni/ae of the School, students from universities 
around the country, representatives of NGOs and me-
dia. The meeting was part of the initiatives of the School 
dedicated to the upcoming elections, within the project “I 

Vote for Europe.”

The candidates for members of the EP presented their election platforms and answered questions, which 
young people had submitted to the website of the project and during meetings in several cities (Gabrovo, Tar-

novo, etc.) The candidates from the political parties:
1. Mr. Dimiter Abadjiev, RZS 
2. Ms. Iliana Ivanova, GERB

3. Mr. Yunal Lyutfi, DPS
4. Mr. Evgeni Kirilov, Coalition for Bulgaria

5. Ms. Meglena Kuneva, NDSV
6. Assoc. Prof. Borislav Velikov, BND
7. Mr. Stefan Tafrov, Sinya Koalizia

8. Mr. Lyuben Dilov, Коаlizia “Napred”

Participants in the meeting had a lot of questions to the candidates, even though time was not enough to 
answer all of them. At the end of the discussion, politicians offered their own reasons why the young people 
should vote in the elections, inspired by the reasons that participants in the information meetings of the Bul-
garian School of Politics had offered (they are published on the website, click on “I vote, because…” to read 

them.) Here is what they said:
“Truth is the best policy in politics”

“You are your choice”
And one more, proposed by a student from the University for World and National Economy in Sofia, Deyan 

Hristakiev: “Bad politicians are elected by good citizens who do not vote.”

This is not the last event that the School will be organizing in the run-up to the elections; but so far, we have 
seen that young Bulgarians are genuinely interested in the people who will be representing them in Europe 
– as they said over and over again, we do care about the people who will defend our interests and who will be 

responsible for the image of our country around the world.
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What did the candidates for the European Parliament say?

Dimiter Abadjiev, RZS (Order, Lawfulness, Justice)
Campaign slogan „Stop corruption”

Mr. Abadjiev began by stating that the candidates of his party will work hard to rep-
resent best the interests of Bulgaria in the EP. The most important goals they will be 
pursuing are the fight against corruption in the country, especially on the upper levels 
of power. Another priority is getting back the European funds and gaining back the 
trust in the Bulgarian institutions. The RZS party will also put on the table the ques-
tion about the nuclear plant “Kozloduy.” Mr. Abadjiev underlined the importance of the 
support his party has been receiving from the European conservatives and said that 
this cooperation will be very important in terms of the structure of the next European 
parliament.

Iliana Ivanova, GERB (Citizens for European Development of Bulgaria)
Campaign slogan: „We’ll prove that Bulgaria can do it”

The main principles in the election platform of the party are liberty, responsibility, justice, 
solidarity. The political party GERB considers Bulgaria’s membership in the EU as the 
only chance for the country to continue its democratic development. The candidates 
for members of the European parliament set themselves as main goals the economic 
recovery of the country, the security and safety of the citizens, and the fight against 
organized crime. In terms of the economic program of the party, the main points focus 
upon creating new jobs, reducing the public spending, developing a socially oriented 
market economy, reform of the international financial institutions, control of the finan-
cial institutions in the country, anticorruption measures and good management of the 
European funds.

Responding to a question, Iliana Ivanova presented the party’s platform concerning education: reducing the 
taxes for sponsors of schools and students, improving the conditions for student loans, more exchange programs 
for entrepreneurs. 

Younal Loutfi, DPS (Movement for Rights and Freedoms)
Campaign slogan: „Trust us with your vote, find support and security.”

Mr. Loutfi began by stating that Bulgaria belongs to the EU and that we all need to work 
hard to improve the image of the country in Europe. He expressed his party’s support 
of the Lisbon Treaty which will outline new responsibilities and positions within the 
Union for all member states. The most important issue that the Movement for Rights 
and Freedoms has identified as top priority on the agenda of the Bulgarian members 
of the EP is regional development – balanced economic development of all regions in 
Europe and in Bulgaria. In that respect, the candidates of the party will be working to 
ensure that all European funding is spent as needed, especially in the area of agricul-
ture. Another issue on the ballot for DPS is the reform of the judiciary, so we can regain 
Europe’s trust in the Bulgarian institutions.
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Еvgenii Kirilov, Coalition for Bulgaria
Campaign slogan: „Defending the Bulgarian interests”

Mr. Kirilov, who is currently a member of the European parliament, started by saying 
that defending the Bulgarian interests is the top priority for his party and the candidates 
on the party ticket. It is in the interest of all Bulgarian citizens to have a strong working 
European Union. This is especially important in the conditions of the current economic 
crisis. Politicians need to introduce new regulations for the financial institutions; it is 
entirely unacceptable to use taxpayers’ money to save the bankrupting financial institu-
tions. Mr. Kirilov also underlined the need to engage young people in politics and let 
them actively participate in setting the agenda of governments. 

Мeglena Кuneva, NDSV (National Movement for Stability and Prosperity)
Campaign slogan: „Еurope can hear us”

The priorities of the party for the next European parliament focus on several issues. 
The most important are measures to contain the financial crisis. In M. Kuneva’s view, no 
country in the EU can continue to manage its financial institutions as before. Second, 
Ms. Kuneva expressed her support for unified monitoring mechanisms of the judiciary 
systems of all European countries, as part of the process of creating a common legisla-
tion of the EU. The third area includes the protection of consumer rights. Responding 
to questions from the audience, Ms. Kuneva argued that it is necessary to increase the 
funding for the education system in the country; it is also necessary to continue with 
student exchange programs and using the new information technologies to improve 
education. 

Borislav Velikov, Bulgarian New Democracy
Campaign slogan „Bring Bulgaria back on the road to Europe”

Mr. Velikov outlined the following priority areas for his party and the candidates for 
members of the EP. First, a steady and even economic development of the munici-
palities and regions in Bulgaria. Second, better management of the European funds 
so citizens can benefit from them. Third, ending corruption in the country and gaining 
back the trust of the European institutions to Bulgaria. This is the only way to improve 
the image of the country in Europe, and each of the future representatives of Bulgaria 
in the EP should be responsible for that. Another priority area for the party is Bulgaria 
to become the country with the lowest taxes. Mr. Velikov stated also that he will pursue 
legislation in the areas of healthcare and the environment, specifically prohibiting the 

growing of genetically modified foods in Bulgaria.

Stefan Tafrov, Sinyata Koalizia (The Blue Coalition)
Campaign slogan „It is time”

Mr. Tafrov outlined the main priorities on the ballot for the coalition, saying that a radi-
cal change in governance is necessary to bring Bulgaria back on the right track. The 
party’s candidates see as most significant the introduction of measures to mitigate the 
effects of the financial crisis, including a new national budget. It is also imperative to 
fight the corruption on all levels of government and manage the European funds in the 
most transparent and effective way, according to the rule of law. In Mr. Tafrov’s view, 
it is also necessary to conclude the reforms in the education system because better 
education and an economy of knowledge is the best way for Bulgaria to develop in the 
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future. Mr. Tafrov, responding to questions, stated that the best policy any politician could pursue is the policy 
of truth and that should be the leading position of all the candidates on the ballot in the European and national 
elections. 

 Lyuben Dilov, Coalition “Napred”
Campaign slogan “Noble for Bulgaria, good for the Bulgarians” 

In his statement, Mr. Dilov stressed the need to look into the foundations and reasons 
for the existence of the EU; we need to rethink the policies and ways of functioning of 
this community in the times of crisis. He also underlined the need to be more critical of 
the political discourse and the language of politicians, since they can both create and 
destroy the values and principles of modern Europe today. Along with that, Mr. Dilov 
stated that the political leaders should join their efforts in restoring the dignity of the 
country and its image in Europe. One of the priorities of the future Bulgarian members 
of the European parliament should be to communicate the accomplishments and 
unique features of the Bulgarian culture and the Cyrillic alphabet. Further, Mr. Dilov 

and his coalition will stand for the interests of each Bulgarian citizen and will regularly inform them about their 
work in the European institutions. The Coalition will put its efforts into securing equal subsidies for the develop-
ment of agriculture in the EU and a redistribution of the carbon emissions quota for Bulgaria. Mr. Dilov and his 
party also support a further reform in the education system, to make it more competitive to universities in Europe 
and the world. 

60th Anniversary of the Council of Europe

On May 20th, members of parliament, foreign ambassadors, representatives of the 
media, and other guests celebrated the 60th anniversary of the council of Europe in 
the building of the National Assembly. The official reception was organized by the 
Information office of the Council of Europe in Sofia, the Bulgarian School of Politics 
and the National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria.
In his opening speech, the chairman of the National Assembly – Mr. Georgi Pirinski, 
spoke about the founding of the council of Europe on May 5, 1949, as an impor-
tant act of will and strength of the European peoples not to allow a repetition of the 
events that led to World War II. He reminded the audience that Bulgaria joined the 
council of Europe on May 7, 1992, as the 26th member of the organization. This 
step laid the foundations of the future successful democratic changes in society, and 
now, 15 years later, Bulgaria is also a member of the EU.
Mr. Pirinski also spoke about the active role of the Bulgarian parliamentary delega-

tion to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, chaired by the deputy chairman of the Bulgarian 
National Assembly – Mr. Younal Loutfi. In the period since 1992, the Bulgarian representatives have gained the 
respect and appreciation of their colleagues and have done a lot to expand the international reputation of the 
Council.
At the end of his address, Mr. Pirinski also spoke about the productive cooperation between the National Assem-
bly and the Bulgarian School of Politics. In particular, he praised the work of the School with young politicians 
from the region of Southeast Europe. The regional training program of the School has contributed in many ways 
to a better regional cooperation between the political parties in the region and their successful integration within 
the European Union. Mr. Pirinski mentioned a special letter by the president of the European parliament, Mr. Pot-
tering, recognizing the efforts of the School, sent in response to an initiative of the participants in the Regional 
training program 2008 of the Bulgarian School of Politics.
The official representative of the Council of Europe in Bulgaria, Ms. Teodora Kaleynska, spoke about Bulgaria’s 
role and achievements as a member of the Council of Europe. She underlined the active efforts of the national 
assembly, other government and non-governmental institutions which have always been on the forefront, repre-
senting the country’s position and contributing to the creation of a unified Europe. 
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“European” Champions of the Month

Ms. Denitza Zlateva, class of 2004 of the Regional Program of the BSoP, is number 8 
on the ticket of the Bulgarian Socialist Party for MEP. She has a degree in Industrial and 
Corporate Management, and specialization in audit systems for quality management. She 
speaks English, German, Russian and Spanish. Currently she is a political adviser in the 
Cabinet of the deputy prime minister in charge of European funds management.

Mr. Korman Ismailov has a BA in Economics from the University of Konia (Turkey). 
After graduating in 1997, he worked briefly for the “Rights and Freedoms” newspaper. 
From 1998–2001, he worked at the Sofia branch of the “Ziraat bankasi” bank. Afterwards 
he started his own business consulting company. In 2004, he participated and completed 
the Regional program of the Bulgarian School of Politics - “Political Debate in Southeast 
Europe.” Currently, he is enrolled in the MA program “Political Management” of the NBU. 
At the 4th National Conference of the Youth Movement of the Rights and Freedoms Party, 
he was elected Chairman. He speaks Turkish and English.

Ms. Мonica Panayotova, class of 2009 of the National training program of the BSoP, is 
number 7 on the ticket of GERB party for MEP. She has a BA in International relations from 
the University for National and World Economy, and MA in International Economic Rela-
tions. Monica is head of the Youth organization of GERB. She heads the Projects and PR 
unit of the Institute for Economic Policy. She speaks French and English.

Ms. Petya Gegova, class of 2002 of the National training program of the School of 
Politics, is number 2 on the ticked of the party Bulgarian New Democracy for the European 
elections. She has a law degree. Between 2001-2005, she was deputy minister of the Min-
istry of Regional development. Member of the parliamentary committees on local govern-
ment, regional policy and urban development. Speaks English, German and Russian.

Ms. Petya Stavreva has a Master’s degree in Journalism and Mass Media, Sofia 
University (1996-2001); training in political communication, Robert Schuman Institute, 
Budapest (2004-2005); specialisation in political management, New Bulgarian University 
(2005-2006). 

She has worked as news website editor and author of ‘Nuclear Safety’ online edition 
(2001); political reporter and editor responsible for national political news, ‘National 
Agrarian Banner’ (newspaper) (2002); Chairwoman and national coordinator of Youth 
Initiatives 2004 Association (2004); Vice-Chairwoman of the Agrarian Union Association 

(2007); international relations expert, Railway - Carriage Repair Works ‘Septemvri-99’ (2007). 
She was also chairwoman of the Sofia branch of BANU-PU (2004) and member of the board and international 
secretary of BANU-PU (2006).  Ms. Stavreva is also chairwoman of the Bulgarian-French town twinning com-
mittee (2007).



Assoc. Prof. Svetoslav Malinov received his Doctorate in Political Science from 
Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. He has also been a Democracy Fellow at the 
New School University in New York (USA) and a Chevening Scholar at the Political 
Science Department at York University (Great Britain). 
He has worked as a secretary of the Bulgarian Association of Political Science and 
has been a member of the Board of Directors of the Political Academy for Central 
and Southeastern Europe as well as director of the Political Analyses and Strategies 
Department of the Academy. In 2004 he became a member of the national leadership 
of the party Democrats for Strong Bulgaria. Currently, he is a Member of Parliament 
in the 40th National Assembly from the same party. His parliamentary activity includes 

the following positions: parliamentary secretary, member of the Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, member of the Civil Society and Media Committee.

Mr. Stanimir Ilchev, member of the Program Council of the BSoP, is number 3 on the 
ticket of NDSv for the elections.

Mr. Ilchev graduated from the Communications Department of Sofia University ”St. Kli-
ment Ohridski.” In 1979 he started work as editor in the Bulgarian National Television.  
Since 1981 he worked consecutively in the journals “Krile”, “Faks”, and “Mladezh” pub-
lishing house. Between 1994 and 2001 he was director of public relations at the American 
University in Blagoevgrad. Since 2001, he has been member of the Bulgarian parliament 
and member/chair of different parliamentary committees.
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Forthcoming events

1.  On June 3, in Plovdiv, join us for a
 meeting dedicated to the European

 elections. This is the concluding event 
of the “I Vote for Europe” project of the 

School.

2. Vote for Europe!
Election Day is June 7!

 

92 Patriarh Evtimii Blvd., Sofia
E-mail: office@schoolofpolitics.org

sp@sp-bg.org
Теl.: (02) 9526882 /Fax: (02) 9526664


